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1. Overall Description:

RAN5 would like to thank NGMN Alliance Board Members for the LS on ‘NGMN Operators Joint Position on 5GC Connectivity Options‘. RAN5 handled the LS during the closing session of RAN5#84 meeting (26 - 31 August 2019) in Ljubljana and decided to take information provided by NGMN into account in 5GS Conformance Test Development Planning for 2019 and 2020.
During the opening session of RAN5#84 meeting, ETSI MCC TF160 Project Manager presented consolidated, anonymised summary of information collected from RAN5’s call to Mobile Network Operators (MNOs) for input on SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 and 7 deployment interest and timelines. Out of feedback received from 15 MNOs, confirmed deployment interests are 6 for SA Option 5; 5 for NSA Option 4 and 7 for NSA Option 7 with needed timeline for RAN5 conformance test solution for all ‘Options’ indicated as end of 2020.
RAN5 understands NGMN Operators firm view that all Core Connectivity Options are essential to deliver services enabled by 5G Core Network across NR and LTE radio network deployments, hence imperative for all ‘Options’ to be supported by the industry. RAN has been working on providing conformance test solution for all ‘Options’ defined by 3GPP. It is important to note RAN5 has already made some progress for Options 5, 4 and 7 by way of implicit test coverage gained through generic parts of NSA Option 3 and SA Option 2. This is reflected in the ‘UE Conformance Test Aspects - 5G System with NR and LTE’ Work Item Status Report submitted to RAN Plenary#84 meeting in RP-192214 (attached).
RAN5 5GS conformance test solution covers test definition (contribution driven) and reference suite development in TTCN (software project funded between 3GPP, industry forums and member companies). RAN5 needs firm industry input on committed deployment interest and timelines for the TTCN part as it is critical for limited funding available to be used diligently to address priority deployment needs. 
RAN5 gave the following guidance to the 5GS Conformance Work Item Leadership Team for test development planning based on the NGMN LS and feedback collected from MNOs:
· Focus on NSA Option 3 and SA Option 2 in 2019
· Start specific conformance test development work for SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 and 7 in January 2020 with target completion by December 2020
Following RAN5#84 meeting, RAN5 approved updated 5G NR Phases and Targets for all Connectivity Options in R5-196274 (attached) submitted by the Work Item rapporteur.
2. Actions:
None, for information only 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:
TSG-RAN5 Meeting#85 
 18th – 22nd Nov 2019
Reno, Nevada, USA

TSG-RAN5 Meeting#86 
 17th – 21st Feb 2020
Pune, India

