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Rel-16 sidelink status

• In RAN1, the “leftovers” can be limited
– Broadcast and sensing need to be prioritised (not easily evolvable in future releases)

– Basic functions for unicast and groupcast seem to be achievable
- For groupcast, connectionless and connection-based models could be separated

- If connectionless groupcast is not fully specified in Rel-16, evolution may be a problem due to compatibility issues

– Unicast and connection-based groupcast can be further evolved from Rel-17
- If there is a future compatibility issue, it can be handled by exchange of capabilities/release information

– Mode 2(d) scheduling was already scoped out and is a natural “leftover” candidate

• RAN2 has had a severe time crunch and may have some leftovers
– Progress on groupcast has been limited so far

– Control plane is behind relative to user plane
- This needs to be finished for unicast, but control plane for groupcast could be avoided

– Combined mode 1/mode 2 is viewed by some companies as a downscoping candidate
- In our view this is not the highest-yield place to look for downscoping, and the work can be done in Rel-16



Rel-17 scoping: V2X and PS

• V2X continuation and PS support combine fairly naturally

– Rel-16 WI already considers PS cases as supportable

• A reasonable WI structure would be to address a combination of leftover items and 
evolution proposals 

• As noted, the leftover aspects may be RAN2-heavy

– This suggests that the evolution aspects of a Rel-17 V2X/PS WI should be mainly RAN1-led

– This meshes well with the areas of main interest in the sidelink email discussion (relaying aside)

– DRX is an exception (should be RAN2-led, and important to have in Rel-17)



Rel-17 scoping: Relaying

• The sidelink email discussion showed strong interest in relaying

• Most companies felt an initial study phase would be needed

– This could attempt to resolve some basic design/architectural issues

– Can be RAN2 led

• UE-to-network and UE-to-UE relaying are both of interest

– Scenarios for the UE-to-UE aspect should be clearly understood as there was some divergence in the 
email discussion

– Target scenarios for UE-to-UE relaying could be a component of email discussion towards RAN#86

• Consider taking the decision for the relaying layer at WI definition time (as was done for 
FeD2D) rather than spending study time on it



Rel-17 scoping: General approach

• We support the proposal to continue with two email discussions

• V2X/PS directed to a RAN1-led work item

– Including Rel-16 leftovers based on WG progress and discussions in RAN#85

• Relaying directed to a RAN2-led work item with an initial study phase

– Clarify the target scenarios especially for the UE-to-UE case

– Consider early decision on which layer handles relaying



Thank You!
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