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Introduction
RAN4 NR Rel.15 work has been progressing rather slow, especially in the baseband(RRM/demod) for both core and performance. In this contribution we propose some work prioritization to speed up the work in the critical areas. 
Discussion
RAN4 NR Rel.15 work has been progressing rather slow, especially in the baseband area(RRM core and performance, demod). This was also reflected in the WI exception sheet [1] approved in RAN#82 which contains many RAN4 items. The progress in the last quarter was rather slow and very few items from the exception sheet were finalized.
The performance part was also delayed, however, since the performance part was not considered separately for “early drop”(NSA) and “normal drop” (SA), there is no exception sheet and the status is not documented. The performance part of the entire NR WI is scheduled to finish 6 months after the core part which is based on the late drop. Even though deployments based on NSA and SA are expected in the near future, only few test cases are actually finalized.
In order to speed up the work, we believe it is necessary to prioritize the work for NSA&SA core and performance as these requirements are very important for upcoming deployments. Requirements related to “late drop” could be de-prioritized at least in the next quarter as they are not critical from a deployment timeline point of view. In RAN4#90, a lot of time was spent during the week on late drop and editorial corrections while the critical topics captured in the exception sheet and the performance requirements were mostly handled in the 2nd half of the week. This schedule does not leave enough time for further offline discussions and document revisions to capture agreements leading to slower overall progress.
Considering the above, we propose that guidance should be given to RAN4 to prioritize the work as follows:
· Core part of NSA & SA
· Performance part for NSA & SA
The scheduled agenda for the discussions should be set according to these priorities as much as possible so that there is more time for offline discussions at the meeting
It might also help if some of the baseband topics are handled in different sessions (e.g. main session that handles mostly BS RF) that have more time available.
Also, if RAN4 lead Rel.16 WIs that contain mainly baseband/performance parts are approved in RAN#83, these should only start after June or August.
Conclusion
In this paper we briefly discussion the prioritization of RAN4 work, especially for the baseband area. In order to speed up the Rel.15 NR progress.
We propose that guidance should be given to RAN4 to prioritize the work as follows:
· Core part of NSA & SA
· Performance part for NSA & SA
The scheduled agenda for the discussions should be set according to these priorities as much as possible so that there is more time for offline discussions at the meeting
Also, if RAN4 lead Rel.16 WIs that contain mainly baseband/performance parts are approved in RAN#83, these should only start after June or August.
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