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Decision
Introduction:

AT&T has concerns about the delay in Release 16 with respect to the deliverables to ITU-R WP 5D. AT&T also is concerned that the schedule slip was not coordinated with other TSGs or ITU-R.

Discussion:

Release 16 is critical to operators for finalizing the full scope of 5G capabilities. 3GPP specifications must meet the previously announced range of 5G capabilities for both LTE & NR as expressed and published for Phase 1 of 5G (Release 15), and Phase 2 of 5G (Release 16). This is required for industry to plan for deployments on Release 16 capabilities.

It is also important to properly reflect the full scope of 3GPP announced 5G capabilities in order to meet the IMT-2020 vision and requirements, which will be included by 3GPP in the IMT-2020 detailed Global Core Specifications provided to ITU-R WP 5D (following the usual IMT process timing) in late June 2020 in time for WP 5D meeting #35, and subsequently in the transposed references from the Organizational Partners in late September 2020 ahead of WP 5D meeting #36.

It is critical that this revised Release 16 schedule not experience an additional slips or delays. The previously announced slippage is already causing concerns. Therefore, to properly focus on Release 16:

· It is critical for the Release 15 late drop to complete by the dates agreed in December RAN Plenary (RP-182790) and in the plans established since the December Plenary in the RAN Working Groups for completing the detailed work.  

· It is critical to close out Release 15 to establish firm foundation for the on-going Release 16 work.  

· It is important to now focus resources on Release 16 without distractions from a lingering Release 15 issues.
There is no indication that the 3GPP plan for the late drop completion cannot be finalized per RP-182790. AT&T expects the schedule on the late drop in RP-182790 to be upheld and that RAN #83 agrees to the late drop functional completion as previously planned.

We also note that it is important when TSG RAN experiences changes in schedules that affect other entities, such as TSG SA and ITU-R WP 5D, that advance communication is preferred with these (and any other affected) groups to properly coordinate 3GPP deliverables.

Proposal:
3GPP RAN to re-confirm its commitment to the schedule as proposed in RP-182790.

That 3GPP not plan or entertain any further delays to the completion of Release 16, nor get down the road and announce just ahead of the planned freeze dates any new delay in the Release 16 due to in completed work.  Program management/oversight must be a paramount focus for success of 3GPP 5G (all Phases) and in particular Release 16.
