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	Reason for change:
	LTE Rel-15 specified the support for extended number of DRBs (i.e. 15 DRBs). The WI on increased number of beares also introduced the extended LCID (eLCID) field in MAC subheader, which is present when LCID is set to “10000”. This was introduced to support extended number of bearers, for which the LCIDs could not fit within the remaining reserved LCID space (see R2-1809259). The eLCID field extends the LCID space to the eLCID space. 

The MAC subheader formats when LCID field is set to “10000”, i.e, when eLCID is present is entirely different from when it is not present (see TS 36.321). Due to non-backward compatible format of the MAC subheaders when eLCID field is present, it should be understood that a UE not supporting the eLCID field cannot decode any other MAC subheaders, MAC CEs or MAC SDUs when encountered with the LCID value “10000”. However there is no UE capability to indicate support of eLCID (i.e., LCID = “10000”). RAN2’s understanding at the time was the support of LCID = “10000” is implicit upon support of extended number of bearers (extendedNumberOfDRBs).
Later, HRLLC WI also made use of eLCID space for supporting PDCP duplication for more than 4 DRBs (see R2-1813107). 

Further, there have been agreement in RAN2#103 that “RAN2 is encouraged to consider using eLCID going forward for any new MAC CEs added” (see R2-1812929). However, there is no means for the UE to indicate whether it actually supports LCID = “10000” and consequently any MAC CE in eLCID space.



	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Add UE capability eLCID-Support-r15 indicating the support of LCID = “10000”.
Impact Analysis:

Impacted Functionality:

UE capability for eLCID support
Interoperability:

1. If the network implements the CR but the UE does not, no interoperability is foreseen as the UE would not indicate this capability.
2. If the UE implements the CR but the network does not, no interoperability is foreseen as the UE may include the capability but eNB ignores it. 

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	It is not possible to signal UE capability for eLCID support. 
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	4.3.8.9, 4.3.19.20, 4.3.19.xx (new)
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	Other comments:
	


Modified Subclause
4.3.8
General parameters
<UNNECESSARY PARTS OMITTED>

4.3.8.9
extendedNumberOfDRBs-r15
This field defines whether the UE supports up to 15 DRBs. The UE shall support any combination of RLC AM and RLC UM entities for the configured DRBs. A UE that supports extendedNumberOfDRBs-r15 shall also support the extended LCID as specified in TS 36.321 [4].
Next Modified Subclause
4.3.19
MAC parameters
<UNNECESSARY PARTS OMITTED>

4.3.19.20
extendedLCID-Duplication-r15
This field indicates whether the UE supports use of extended LCIDs 11-17 for PDCP duplication. A UE that supports extendedLCID-Duplication-r15 shall also support the extended LCID as specified in TS 36.321 [4].
4.3.19.xx
eLCID-Support-r15
This field indicates whether the UE supports LCID “10000” and MAC PDU subheader containing the eLCID field as specified in TS 36.321 [4].

