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1. Introduction
The NR-U WID [1] has the following clause on investigating the use of a common preamble for better coexistence between unlicensed technologies.

In the 6 GHz band, the channel access mechanism for NR-U will use, at least, energy detection as part of the coexistence mechanism for enabling coexistence amongst RATs including at least NR-U, [LTE-LAA], and Wi-Fi. Extensions are to be discussed in line with the framework on channel access as captured in the TR 38.889, Section 7.2.1.2 (i.e., WiFi 11a/11ax preamble, existing NR signal with potential enhancements, existing NR channel with potential enhancements) and, if agreed, the corresponding 3GPP specification impact, if any, should be addressed. 

If extensions for 6 GHz are agreed, their applicability for 5GHz is to be discussed. 

Conclusions on the extensions, if any, is targeted for RAN#83.

This contribution discusses the status of the discussions in RAN1 on the use of a common preamble between Wi-Fi 802.11ax and NR-U in 6 GHz as an optional feature, along with a proposed way forward.
2. Discussion
Some observations as below:

1. Unlike 5 GHz, there has not been much discussion in RAN1 on the design of a common preamble between Wi-Fi and NR-U specific to 6 GHz.  
2. However, most companies that in-principle support the use of common preambles ([2], [4], [5], [6], [7]) do so irrespective of the specific band in use. Some among them ([4], [5], [6]) have discussed the use of either the 802.11ax preamble or an alternate design as a common preamble. 

3. Some other companies ([8], [9]) have opposed the use of common preambles in 6 GHz.

4. There has also not been any detailed proposal on what a common preamble should be in 6 GHz. This holds in general for 6 GHz discussions for NR-U in RAN1, where there hasn’t been any design discussions specific to 6 GHz.
5. The 6 GHz band, if it is opened for unlicensed use, is not expected before middle of 2020 or later. 

Given the above, it is requested that the RAN Plenary consider the following options:
1. Continue discussion in RAN1 on the benefits and concerns regarding a common preamble between Wi-Fi and NR-U for 6 GHz.
2. Discuss the feasibility of a common preamble for 6 GHz in the IEEE – 3GPP Coexistence Workshop in July/2019

3. Additionally, consider other forums for a discussion on a common preamble for 6 GHz.

3. Conclusions 
Proposal: It is requested that the RAN Plenary consider the following options:

1. Continue discussion in RAN1 on the benefits and concerns regarding a common preamble between Wi-Fi and NR-U for 6 GHz.

2. Discuss the feasibility of a common preamble for 6 GHz in the IEEE – 3GPP Coexistence Workshop in July/2019

3. Additionally, consider other forums for a discussion on a common preamble for 6 GHz.
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