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Introduction
This contribution discusses standardization status for NR SDL and SUL pairing. 
Discussion
In [1] RAN#80 tasked RAN2 and RAN4 to work on NR SDL+SUL pairing. The task was to determine if the new FDD band or new (non-CA) band combination should be specified and what kind of UE capabilities would be needed for NR SDL and SUL pairing. 
[bookmark: _Hlk504730597]RAN2 asked RAN4 to provide the feedback on the following two questions related to pairing of SDL and SUL in its LS in [2]:
· Does UE capability signalling need to distinguish the SUL+SDL cases?
· Can UE support a band combination that contains more than one SUL and one SDL band?
In the LS RAN2 presented the following two scenarios as an example. 
· NR Band combination 1: Band A (FDD/TDD UL+DL) + (SUL Band B + SDL Band C)
· NR Band combination 2: (Band A (FDD/TDD UL+DL) + SUL Band B) + SDL Band C

In Figure 1 we illustrated the following two examples corresponding to RAN2’s questions:
· Case 1) NR TDD band A combined with SUL band B + SDL band C
· Case 2) NR TDD band A + SUL Band B combined SDL band C

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref531615549]Figure 1: Examples of NR SDL and SUL pairing cases

RAN4 discussed RAN2’s questions and provided the following answers in its response LS in [3]:
	In RAN4’s view NR band combinations 1 and 2 require separate UE capabilities. RAN4 does not have band combinations exemplified by RAN2 question 1 in Rel-15. RAN4 has not yet discussed release independence regarding such band combinations. RAN4 has not yet reached consensus on the method of pairing SUL and SDL. 



The RAN4 response means that separate UE capabilities would be needed if SDL and SUL pairing band combinations are introduced in the specifications. The current Rel-15 RRC signaling does support such UE capabililities and thus, it is not possible to distinguish UE support for different SDL and SUL band combinations. As indicated in the RAN4 LS  in [3], RAN4 has not yet reached consensus on the method of pairing SUL and SDL, i.e. if new FDD bands or new SDL and SUL band combinations should be created. 
Considering that both RAN2 and RAN4 would still require further work to introduce specification support for SDL and SUL pairing band combinations, we see that it would be important for RAN#82 to decide if it still make sense to try to complete specification support for SDL and SUL pairing band combination in Rel-15.
Conclusions
This contribution discussing standardization status for NR SDL and SUL pairing. Considering that both RAN2 and RAN4 would still require further work to introduce specification support for SDL and SUL pairing band combinations, we would encourage RAN#82 to discuss if Rel-15 introduction critical for early deployments or if the introduction of SDL and SUL pairing band combinations could be postponed to Rel-16.
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