[bookmark: _GoBack]3GPP TSG RAN Meeting #81								RP-181731
Gold Coast, Australia, Sept 10 - 13, 2018

[bookmark: Source]Agenda Item:		9.2.1
Source:			ZTE Corporation
Title:				Clarification on SUL and SDL pairing
[bookmark: DocumentFor]Document for:		Approval

1 Introduction
In RANP#80, a WF on SDL and SUL pairing in Rel-15 was agreed [1]:
· Ensure in Rel-15 to allow configuration of a cell where the only UL signaled in SIB is in a RAN4-defined SUL band, and where the DL is in a RAN4-defined SDL band or in a TDD band…
But during the discussions in RAN4#88, there were different interpretations toward the WF, thus a clarification on SUL and SDL pairing from RAN plenary #81 is suggested in order to avoid confusions and facilitate the WG works afterwards.
2 Discussion
The focus of understanding the agreements on SDL and SUL pairing is whether the pair of “SDL+SUL” can function as a normal FDD band, or it is still supplementary to another normal carrier. 
The former understanding actually proposes to completely change the way of supporting paired spectrum different from the conventional way by decoupling the uplink and downlink bands and thus leading to free combinations of an individual uplink band and an individual downlink. Obviously this is outside of the scope of the current NR WID [2]. Furthermore, the proposed revolution overturns the whole foundation and conditions for RAN4 works on paired spectrum, and potentially affects all aspects significantly including specs, spectrum policies, product planning and implementation etc.
The proposed feature itself is interesting, but it needs sufficient discussions and studies before being included in NR specs, especially it is too late for Rel-15. Therefore, we have the following proposals:
Proposal 1: Clarify that in Rel-15 SDL and SUL pairs are still supplementary to another normal carrier, no matter how they are paired.
Proposal 2: Since decoupling uplink and downlink bands for paired spectrum potentially plays significant affects, more discussions and studies are encouraged in a stage of a release later than Rel-15.
For operators who have a real market demand for its target pair of bands consisting of one specific SDL frequency trunk and one specific SUL frequency trunk, it should be respected thus can be exceptionally introduced into Rel-15 specs as one new paired band in the conventional way.
Proposal 3: For a target pair of bands in real market demand and consisting of one specific SDL frequency trunk and one specific SUL frequency trunk, it can be exceptionally introduced into Rel-15 specs as one new paired band in the conventional way.

3 Conclusion
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