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1	Introduction
At TSG RAN WG6#9 meeting, the discussion on a new meeting arrangement for RAN6 was started based on [1][2]. 
This contribution depicts the rationale for the discussed change and reports the progress achieved in RAN6 on this matter. A proposal for change of the meeting arrangement is submitted to the present RAN plenary for discussion and approval. 
2	Rationale
Some companies in RAN6 have raised the fact that the work load has been decreasing over the past meetings. This is proven by a reduced number of meeting contributions, CRs, physically attending delegates and number of open work items and other TEI work after the meeting as shown in Table 1.

	Meeting 
	Tdocs
	CRs
	Physically attending delegates
	Open work items (after meeting)
	Number of open TEI and other technical matters (after meeting)

	RAN6#5* 
	132
	50
	14
	1
	3 
(Rel-14)

	RAN6#6
	59
	25
	12
	0
	5 
(Rel-14/Rel-15)

	RAN6#7
	53
	16
	8
	1
	5 
(Rel-14/Rel-15)

	RAN6#8
	62
	24
	9
	1
	1 
(Rel-16)

	RAN6#9
	43
	18
	11**
	0
	2 
(Rel-16)


* first meeting dealing with UTRAN / GERAN
** RAN6 Secretary attending remotely due to ETSI MCC trip budget constraints
Table 1: Statistics over past RAN6 meetings (Aug’17 – Aug’18).
Another fact is that most of the RAN6 delegates currently attend the meeting in a time multiplex with other RAN WG meetings. This requires scheduling the RAN6 sessions whenever delegates are available for a certain topic, however it cannot be assured that all interested companies can participate in the discussion due to time overlap with other RAN WG meetings. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another aspect is the ETSI MCC trip budget constraints that yielded a remote participation of the RAN6 Secretary, which is clearly not optimal for a physical meeting.
3	Discussion in RAN6
RAN6 discussed options for the RAN6 future meeting arrangement. 
In [1] the adoption of an electronic agreement procedure as practised in former GERAN WG3, keeping the same meeting frequency and lasting over 4 to 5 weeks thereby overlapping with the RAN WG meeting week, is proposed. 
In [2] suitable measures for improvement are proposed:
1) Electronic Agreement meeting over a period of several weeks (same frequency)
2) Teleconference with decision power rather than physical meeting (same frequency)
3) Less frequent F2F meetings (e.g. 2 per year) co-located with other RAN groups
4) Any combination of them
5) Handle GERAN and UTRAN items during RAN plenary
With regard to the overlap with other RAN WG’s, the following conditions are proposed for 1) and 2): 
· no RAN6 discussion / decision making during the RAN WG meeting week,
· even not within the 2 weeks before (used for contribution submission and review)
RAN6 discussed the options and came to the following agreement (comments on RAN6 reflector were taken into account): 
· Options 3) and 5) are ruled out for RAN6 future meeting arrangement for the near term. 
· The current meeting frequency (4 times per year) should be kept.
· Any overlapping with SA4 meetings need to be avoided (involvement of RAN6 Secretary)
· A combination of option 1 (electronic agreement procedure) and option 2 (telco with decision power) is considered as the best way forward. 
· Companies in RAN6 also expressed a preference for adopting the change of the meeting arrangement from RAN6#10 (Nov’18), rather than from 2019.
Based on this agreement in RAN6, a proposal on the structure of future RAN6 electronic agreement meetings and the schedule for the next RAN6#10 meeting is submitted to the present RAN plenary for discussion and approval, which is presented in section 4.
4	Proposal for RAN6#10 and beyond
For the RAN6 future meeting arrangement, the offline activity is started 6 weeks prior to the ordinary RAN WG meeting week and finalized about 2 weeks prior to it. It includes 
· a contribution submission period, 
· a commenting period, and 
· a RAN6 decision teleconference 
New contributions are distinguished from revised contributions regarding the allowed submission time frame.
The teleconference with decision power prior to next ordinary RAN WG meeting week in November is held on 29th October, 16.00 CET until 19.00 CET, host: Nokia). It will serve to decide the status on all contributions, to discuss and decide on any controversial aspects that were not solved during the commenting period. In this teleconference the RAN6 Chairman will submit a proposal for all RAN6 meeting dates in 2019 for agreement.
For RAN6#10 a brief physical meeting is additionally proposed as the smoothest way to handle the upcoming election of Chairman and Vice chair. This is proposed to be held on Monday, 12th November at 9 am local time (allowing remote participation of the RAN6 Secretary).
It is proposed to approve the change of the RAN6 meeting arrangements according to the above, including the detailed schedule for the RAN6#10 meeting, consisting of the electronic agreement meeting and the brief physical meeting for the election, as depicted in Table 2. 
[image: ] 
Table 2: Proposed RAN6#10 meeting schedule.
It is also noted that any change in circumstances (e.g. change in work load, urgency of topics) might require a change of the meeting arrangements in the future.
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1-50ct Opening of 3GU for RAN6 new contributions on 1 Oct

8-120ct 36U s open for RANG new contributions [RAN WG bis meeting week |

15-190ct 3GU is open for RAN6 new contributions until 19th Oct 21.00 CEST
Commenting on RANG reflector starts on 15th Oct, 0:00 CEST

22-260ct 3GU is open for RANG revised contributions until 26th Oct 21.00 CEST
Commenting on RANG reflector ends on 26th Oct, 21:00 CEST

29 Oct (Mon) _|RANG decision teleconference (16.00 - 19.00 CET)

29 Oct - 2 Nov

5-9 Nov
RANG physical meeting on election of Chairman and Vice chair

12 - 16 Nov

(12 Nov, 9 am local time)





