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Discussion and Decision
Introduction
At RAN#80 an exception was approved for the Rel-15 NB-IoT WI, including the task to RAN3 to provide “Details of information contained in UE Differentiation information elements (RAN3)” [1].

This document reports the progress, the current status of the discussion on UE differentiation and some way forwards to be decided by at RAN#81.

Discussion
At RAN3#101, it was clarified that UE differentiation information contains a set of Information Elements (IEs) corresponding to the subscription-based UE information and a RRM policy transparent container. The proponents provided the CRs corresponding to both (IEs and container) according to the agreement in RAN2 [2, 3, 4, 5]. However there was a strong concern from 4 companies on the RRM policy transparent container (see [6]). To consider this objection, in order to progress, an alternative proposal was discussed which included only the subscription-based UE information [7, 8]. This proposal was supported by 12 companies, but 2 companies would not accept it. As a result, no agreement was reach in RAN3.
The issue can be summarized as follows:

· The fundamental issue is the fact that the RRM policy container agreed by RAN2 is beyond the scope of NB IoT, and has negative implications to the openness of 3GPP interfaces;
· The 2 companies objecting the UE differentiation by the subscription based UE information object this solution due to the so-called “complementarity” of the 2 solutions; 

· SA2 was sent an LS on this topic and today the discussion related to the RRM Policy container is stuck, while the subscription based UE information has been agreed [9, 13]. There is a low chance that SA2 respond to the RAN3 LS as reported by SA Chairman [10].
Observation: RAN2 agreed on UE differentiation by subscription-based UE information and RRM policy container. SA2 also agreed on subscription based UE information. RAN3 and SA2 did not agree on the RRM policy container. It is not appropriate for RAN3 to object to the subscription-based UE Information Elements agreed in SA2 and RAN2.
Proposal
Considering that there is a significant number of companies which would like to complete UE differentiation for NB-IoT via subscription based IE, we suggest RAN to approved the company CRs in [11, 12].

Facing the difficulty of the discussion, the decision, the change of mind in some companies last quarter and the slow progress, RAN could allow a 2nd exception, to consider the RRM policy container and the Subscription based UE information, if the company CRs in [11, 12] (with possible addition of the RRM policy container) are not agreeable in RAN.
Please also note also these CRS are backward compatible and they would not affect the planned ASN.1 freeze at RAN#81.
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