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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a way forward on how to handle ENDC UEs.
1
Discussion and proposal
An early ASN1 freeze occurred at RAN#79/March 2018 for EN-DC aka Option 3.
As per the principle of the early drop, no distinct specification branches are to be developed i.e. March baseline will be merged into June specifications onwards. Since RAN#79 substantial non-backwards compatible changes have been made (twice) impacting ENDC in [2], [3] such that:
[2] is not backwards-compatible with March baseline
[3] is not backwards-compatible with [2] and March baseline
[3] is expected for approval at RAN#80.

Observation 1: Substantial non-backwards compatible changes have been made to March 2018 specifications [2], [3]. 
While RAN5 has completed a first phase of conformance tests for EN-DC, these tests have been developed based on [2] made obsolete by [3]. This first set of tests is due for one-step approval at RAN#80.

Observation 2: March 2018 ASN1 specifications have not been used for ENDC conformance TC development. However RAN5 has produced a first set of EN-DC tests based on an interim ASN.1 [2] made obsolete a few weeks later [3]. These tests are due for one-step approval at RAN#80.
ETSI MCC SF160 [4] has indeed planned to release a first set of "golden" test cases based on an interim ASN.1 [2] version.
The above situation is rather unfortunate; its impact ought to be mitigated. It is important a single version of the specification be used for early deployments, in order to not end up with different incompatible early EN-DC behaviours on the field. With this in mind we expect only the June specifications are relevant for early EN-DC UEs and we suggest this be acknowledged by RAN#80.
Proposal 1: Only June specifications are deemed relevant for early EN-DC UEs.

As a result it is critical that RAN5 update its first set of TC according to [3] before the next expected TTCN update. This next update being June 15th a slight deferral may be required (e.g. one week). This should be reflected into ETSI MCC SF160.
Proposal 2: The first set of TC developed by RAN5 for EN-DC Phase 1 TC development shall be updated according to [3] prior next TTCN update. It is necessary to inform RAN5 accordingly, and if required postpone this next TTCN update accordingly (e.g. one week).
Although June 2018 specifications are expected to be far more stable than March baseline, non-backwards compatible changes may still occur until September release impacting ENDC. Given this, and in accordance with the proposal [1] made at RAN#75, it is proposed:

Proposal 3: Should non-backwards compatible changes impacting ENDC (UE) operation be made to June 2018 specification baseline until September 2018 ASN1 freeze, it is proposed that distinct ENDC UE capabilities be defined i.e. “Early ENDC” capability for June 2018 specifications and an additional “ENDC” capability for September 2018 specifications onwards such that the Early ENDC UE capability shall be disabled i.e. set to ‘0’ from September specifications onwards i.e. the “Early ENDC” UE capability may only be set to ‘1’ with UEs implemented according to June specifications.
Proposal 4: It is proposed to liaise with RAN2/RAN5 to inform about the above.
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