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INVITATION TO THE 3GPP CT#79, RAN#79 AND SA#79 MEETINGS 
WEEK OF, MAR 19-23, 2018 

CHENNAI, INDIA 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
On behalf of the Indian Friends of 3GPP (IF3) and the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI), I am 
pleased to invite you to the 3GPP CT#79, RAN#79 and SA#79 meetings in Chennai, India.  
 
The meeting will be held at the ITC Grand Chola, Chennai. A block of rooms has been reserved at this hotel 
at discounted rates. The rates for 3GPP delegates includes breakfast, lunch, internet, F&B discounts, and 
several other benefits. Please read the general meeting information section of this document for details of 
these rooms, room inclusions and registration details. The cut-off date for hotel booking is 18:00 Hrs IST on 
16 Feb, 2018. 
 
The following information are important, and we thank you in advance for reading this section and 
complying with our requests:  
1. Your stay at the hotel involves a negotiated rate that includes breakfast, lunch, internet, F&B discount, 

and several other aspects. This was possible with the hosts guaranteeing a minimum number of rooms 
2. Please make your reservations and stay at the meeting hotel, by booking your room using the 

reservation link provided by the hosts to ensure that the hotel knows that you are with our group. This 
is essential for the meeting hosts arrange meeting spaces, along with Internet, Audio Visual equipment 
and other business equipment and services for the attendees to have a productive and successful 
meeting, which enables everyone to do their job at a reduced cost to their company.  

3. Our ability to sustain hosting 3GPP meetings in India is 100% dependent on meeting attendees 
supporting the meeting hosts by staying at the contracted meeting hotel under the appropriate 
provisions. Corporate rates or internet reservations outside of the block do not achieve the goal of 
supporting the meeting or the host. Neither do they provide the allowances negotiated by the hosts 

For details on how 3GPP meetings are structured and hosted, please refer to the 3GPP website. 
 
In addition to making your hotel reservation, it is also very important to register for the meeting on the 
3GPP website. This provides the MCC and meeting planners with important planning information. The 
registration form can be found on the 3GPP website. Please take a moment after making your hotel 
reservations and visit www.3gpp.org to register on line. Please be sure to print your name badge prior to 
the meeting. Name badges are no longer provided at the meetings. Meeting directions and general 
information are provided in the following pages of this invite. 
 
You may be required to obtain a visa for admittance into India. As of date, India allows citizens from most 
countries to apply and secure an e-Visa. This is a hassle-free process, and covers citizens from most 
countries. Please check with the Indian embassy website in your country for more information. In case you 
need an invitation letter from COAI for visa purpose, please complete the details in Annexure 1, and follow 
the procedure mentioned in there for Visa Processing. Request for Visa invitation letters should be sent to 
the points of contact as mentioned in Annexure 1 before 20 Feb 2018.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you in Chennai. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sunder Singh Poriya  
On behalf of the IF3 and COAI 
  

http://www.3gpp.org/
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html


 

 2 

IF3 

General Meeting Information 

 
Meeting and Dates:  
3GPP CT#79 Mar 19-20, 2018 
The meeting will start on Monday, 19th Mar at 09:00 and ends on Tuesday, 20th Mar (closing time to be 
announced by the Chair). 
3GPP RAN#79 Mar 19-22, 2018 
The meeting will start on Monday, 19th Mar at 09:00 and ends on Thursday, 22nd Mar (closing time to be 
announced by the Chair). 
3GPP SA#79 Mar 21-23, 2018 
The meeting will start on Wednesday, 21st Mar at 09:00 and ends on Friday, 23rd Mar (closing time to be 
announced by the Chair).  
 
Location: 
Chennai, India 
  
Host:  
The Indian Friends of 3GPP (IF3) and The Cellular Operator Association of India (COAI) 
Indian Friends of 3GPP comprises of Ericsson India, Intel India and Qualcomm India. 
 
Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements for this meeting to COAI, the Meeting 
Coordinator: 
Mr Sunder Singh Poriya 
Phone +91 11 2344 0207 
Cell +91 94 5768 4532 (preferred) 
Fax +91 11 2334 9276 
Email if3@coai.in  
[Please note: we encourage sending an email to receive the fastest reply.] 
 
Meeting Venue : 
ITC Grand Chola, Chennai  
Mount Road, Guindy,  
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600 032, India 
 
Phone 044 2220 5178 
Fax 044 2220 0200 
Email  conferences.itcgrandchola@itchotels.in 
[We encourage sending an email with the subject containing “3GPP meetings by IF3”, and all such email 
will be responded to within 4 working hours.] 

 
Room Rate:  
 

Room Category Single Occupancy 

Towers INR 10,500/-  

Executive Club INR   9,500/- 

Notes: 

• The group check in time is 14:00 hours and check out time is 12:00 hours. Early check in/late check 
out will only be possible subject to availability 

• Room rates are exclusive of 28% GST prevailing during the preparation of this invitation.  

• The hotel can be contacted for double and twin reservations, for which the rates will differ. 

mailto:if3@coai.in
mailto:conferences.itcgrandchola@itchotels.in
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Room Inclusions:  

• Buffet breakfast & Buffet Lunch for residential guests at a designated venue 

• Complimentary access to swimming pool and health center  

• Complimentary Wi-Fi access at rooms 

• 15% discount on food and soft beverages (Select restaurants & In-Room Dining) 

• 20% discount in bar (18.00 – 20.00 IST) 

• 20% discount for spa and salon services 
 

Reservation Link: 
Please follow the link to the Indian Friends of 3GPP main page, where the reservation link(s) to the hotel(s) 
will be made available.  
[The reservation links will be available from Nov 23, 2017 until Feb 16, 2018]. 
 
Cut-off Date:  
A certain number of rooms have been secured based on inputs from 3GPP, and will be available until 18:00 
Hrs, IST on 16 Feb 2018, or until they are all run out – whichever happens first. Please make your 
reservation before the cut-off date to ensure hassle free booking. Rates may be significantly higher after 
the cut-off date, and is subject to availability. Should you face any problem please mark an email to Mr 
Sunder Singh Poriya, via email at if3@coai.in for assistance. 
 
Cancellations: 
Cancellations made at durations close to the meeting date will attract penalty. Please refer to the details in 
the reservation link for more details. 
Please note that COAI and IF3 are not responsible for reservation confirmations, cancelled or changed 
reservations, or no-shows. Please contact the hotel coordinator directly to make any changes to your 
reservation. 
 
Airport:  
Chennai International Airport (MAA) 
Directions to the meeting venue: Please refer the ITC Grand Chola, Chennai link for directions from the 
airport. The Chennai airport is served by both pre-paid taxis and app based aggregators like Uber. Guests 
can also consider contacting the hotel for arranging hotel transportation. 
 
This airport is served by several international carriers, and is operational throughout the day. Please refer 
to the Wikitravel link and Wikipedia link for details. 
 
Wireless LAN: 
This will be a paperless meeting. Meeting coordinators will provide and administer a Wireless LAN for 
document distribution. Please be sure to bring your wireless LAN card to the meeting. 
 
Mobile Coverage:  
There is GSM, CDMA, HSPA and LTE coverage in Chennai.  
 
Time Zone: 
Indian Standard Time (IST)  
GMT +5:30 
 
  

https://coai.com/if3
mailto:if3@coai.in
https://www.starwoodhotels.com/luxury/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=3726&language=en_US
http://www.chennaiairport.com/taxi.php
http://wikitravel.org/en/Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai_International_Airport
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Voltage: 
Please be sure you have the correct adapter. Voltage converters will not be provided at the meeting. India's 
A/C supply is 230V-50Hz. The plug is a "Type D." The image below is a visual representation of the adapter 
you will need if your equipment does not have the correct plug. 
 

 
 
About Chennai: 
 
Chennai (formerly Madras) is the capital of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Located on the Coromandel 
Coast off the Bay of Bengal. It is a major industrial, commercial, cultural, economic and educational center 
of the Southern India. It is the fifth-largest city and fourth-most populous urban agglomeration in India. 
Chennai is among the most visited Indian cities by foreign tourists. Tourism guide publisher Lonely Planet 
named Chennai as one of the top ten cities in the world to visit in 2015. National Geographic ranked 
Chennai's food as second best in the world. It was the only Indian city to feature in the list. With its historic 
landmarks and buildings, long sandy beaches, cultural and art centers and parks, Chennai's tourism offers 
many potentially interesting locations to visitors. A notable tourist attraction in Chennai is in the 
neighboring town of Mahabalipuram, with its ancient temples and rock carvings of the 7th century Pallava 
kingdom is an UNESCO World Heritage site. 
 
Chennai is also nicknamed The Detroit of India, with more than one-third of India's automobile industry 
being based in the city. Chennai has been selected as one of the 100 Indian cities to be developed as a 
smart city under PM Narendra Modi's flagship Smart Cities Mission. 
 
Chennai has a tropical wet and dry climate. The city lies on the thermal equator and is also on the coast, 
which prevents extreme variation in seasonal temperature. December to March is probably the best time 
to visit Chennai: the temperatures rarely exceed 30°C during midday and evenings are pleasant. Climate is 
humid pretty much throughout the year because the city is on the coast. 
 
Like many other fast-growing metros, Chennai also has its traffic woes. Its roads can get very crowded 
during the peak hours of the day. This may be kept in mind while planning any travel inside the city. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to the 
Meeting Coordinators. 
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Annexure 1: Visa Information 
 
Should you need a visa support letter, complete the information below, print in your company letter 
head, scan and email to Mr Sunder Singh Poriya at if3@coai.in. Please make your request for the invitation 
letter as soon as possible (preferably before Feb 20, 2018, accounting for holidays). It is necessary that you 
book the hotel first, and cite the hotel booking reference number in the invitation request. Letters will be 
processed within 14 days of receiving an email request. Scanned copy of the invitation will be sent to you 
via email, and a physical copy will be sent only via Speed Post upon special request. Please do not contact 
ETSI or the meeting chairman for visa letters. 
-- 

 

Title / Salutation Example: Ms/Mr/Dr/Prof 

Family Name Example: Mitchell 

Given / First Name Example: Victoria 

Father’s Name / Husband’s Name 

(First, Last) 
 

Gender   

Date of Birth (DD/Mon/YYYY) Example: 01/Jul/2016 

Place of Birth  

Nationality  Example: Indian 

Passport Number  

Passport Issue Date  

Passport Expiry Date  

Place of Passport Issue  

Name of the Delegation Example: TIA 

Affiliation/Company Example: National Informatics 

Function / Designation  Example: Sr. Project Manager 

Company Mailing Address 
 

 

Postal Code  

Country  

Email Address Example: abcd@xyz.com 

Cell Phone No  

Phone Number Example: + 91 124 420 1759 

FAX No  

Arrival Date (DD/Mon/YYYY) Example: 24/Apr/2016 

Departure Date (DD/Mon/YYYY) Example: 26/Apr/2016 

Applicable Embassy / Consulate etc. Example: Embassy of India, Washington, D.C. 

Copy of passport  Attached 

ITC Grand Chola, Chennai, 

Reservation Number 
 

 

 

CERTIFIED THAT ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS ACCURATE AND WILL BE VALID AT THE 

TIME OF THE MEETING 
 
Authorized Signatory 
 
Date:  
 
Organization Stamp (if any)  

mailto:if3@coai.in
mailto:abcd@xyz.com

