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1
Overall description
SA2 for a number of meetings has been discussing the need for capability bits in NAS or AS indicating UE support for RRC Inactive procedures. An Editor's Note exists in TS 23.501, clause 5.3.3.2.5:

Editor's note: It is FFS if the UE provides indication of support for RRC inactive state on NAS or AS layer.

RRC Inactive is an RRC state but as defined in TS 23.501/TS 23.502 also impacts the NAS layer of the UE. Currently no AMF procedures depending on AMF awareness of the UE support of RRC Inactive have been identified, but the feature does also affect the CN, via the AMF sending the RRC Inactive Assistance Information. Therefore SA2 would like to understand RAN WG2/TSG RAN's assumption on whether the support for UE procedures in AS is considered mandatory or optional in the UE in rel.15. SA2 is considering that RRC Inactive applies to both NR and E-UTRA connected to 5GC.
SA2 understands that this is determination will be part of the "Standalone" package for RAN2/RAN and is expected at latest in June 2018, SA2 would appreciate any input before that date especially whether RAN2 believes that a capability indicator needs to be signalled from UE to AMF in NAS and close the aforementioned Editor's Note in TS 23.501. Depending on the outcome this may have stage-3 impacts in NAS and therefore an answer is needed well before June 2018.
2
Actions
To RAN2, RAN
ACTION: 
SA2 requests RAN2 and RAN to indicate whether UE procedures in AS for RRC Inactive are considered mandatory or optional in the UE in rel.15 and beyond, and whether a UE capability indicator is foreseen necessary in the Access Stratum.
3
Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings
TSG SA WG2 Meeting 125
22 January- 26 January 2018

Gothenburg, Sweden
TSG SA WG2 Meeting 126
26 February- 02 March 2018

US, TBD
