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1.
Overall description

RAN2 thanks SA2 for the LS on the number of bearers (S2-176693).  RAN2 discussed further the impacts of supporting larger number of bearers.

SA2 question:

SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to provide feedback on the following: 

· Whether it would be feasible, in Rel-15 time frame, to increase the maximum number of E-UTRA data radio bearers to 15 or 16 and improve the flexibility in the combination of using Acknowledged Mode (AM) and Unacknowledged Mode (UM) 
· What is the assumption for the maximum number of DRBs supported in NR

RAN2 response:

It is possible to extend the number of DRBs  to 15 in Rel-15.  However, extending to 15 would have implication in RAN2 specs to extend the MAC header to support more logical channels which has an overhead impact. 
The extension of DRB to the number less than above is possible without having to extend the MAC header and still keeping a few “reserved” bits in the MAC specification for further use. 
Currently all UEs support 8 DRBs.  If the number of DRBs is extended, the number of DRBs supported will need to be signalled as part of UE AS capability and this will also need to be visible in the CN.  

The current 5AM and 3UM bearers comes from the FGI bit 20.  More flexible combinations of number of AM and UM bearers is feasible with UE capability signalling. 
The above response is valid for LTE connected to EPC as well as EN-DC (architecture option 3).  
The number of DRBs in NR will be in the range of 16..32 but RAN2 has not concluded on the final number.  

RAN2 would also like to ask SA2 whether there are constraints in SA2 specs that may affect the number of DRBs.
2
Actions

Action to SA2:

1) RAN2 kindly asks SA2 to take note of RAN2 response.   
2) RAN2 respectfully asks SA2 whether there are constraints in SA2 specs that may affect the number of DRBs
Action to CT1:
RAN2 kindly asks CT1 to take note of RAN2 response.

3
Dates of next TSG RAN WG2 meetings

3GPPRAN2#100 
27 Nov - 1 Dec 2017    
Reno, Nevada  
US  

 3GPPRAN2-AH-1801 
22 - 26 Jan 2018    
Vancouver
CA


