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Introduction:
During discussions in RAN3#96 based on [1], it was suggested to clarify the termination points of gNB external interfaces, in case of a gNB split architecture, in TS 38.401. This clarification is required to support the requirements on standardisation of open interfaces as part of the NR WI [2].
As there was no agreement reached in RAN3#96, the co-signing companies kindly request RAN plenary to clarify:
In a disaggregated gNB deployment (i.e. gNB’s deployed as gNB-CU and gNB-DU split components), the gNB-CU terminate NG, S1-U, Xn and X2 interfaces.

This clarification is reflected in the TP below based on the last version of TS 38.401 in R3-171307 [3].  
RAN#76 is requested to approve this TP.
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Text Proposal to TS 38.401
Beginning of Text Proposal to TS 38.401
[bookmark: _Toc454980676][bookmark: _Toc479931129][bookmark: _Toc479931956][bookmark: _Toc407155642][bookmark: _Toc474247437]3	Definitions and abbreviations
[bookmark: _Toc454980677][bookmark: _Toc479931130][bookmark: _Toc479931957]3.1	Definitions
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
gNB Central Unit (gNB-CU): a logical node hosting RRC, SDAP and PDCP protocols, and controls the operation of one or more gNB-DUs. The gNB-CU also terminates F1 interface connected with the gNB-DU. The gNB-CU also terminates NG, S1-U, Xn and X2 interfaces.
Editor’s note: Definition and naming of gNB-CU are FFS.
Editor’s note: How SDAP is related to EN-DC is FFS.
Editor’s note: Whether to clarify the termination point (i.e., gNB-CU or gNB-DU) of NG interface is FFS.
Editor’s note: How many gNB-DUs can be operated by one gNB-CU is FFS.
gNB Distributed Unit (gNB-DU): a logical node hosting RLC, MAC and PHY layers, and its operation is partly controlled by gNB-CU. One gNB-DU supports one or multiple cells. The gNB-DU terminates F1 interface connected with the gNB-CU.
Editor’s note: Definition and naming of gNB-DU are FFS.
Editor’s note: Whether one gNB-DU can be connected with multiple gNB-CUs is FFS (e.g. by pooling concept).
Editor’s note: Whether one cell can be supported by multiple gNB-DUs is FFS.
gNB: as defined in TS 38.300 [2].

[bookmark: _Toc454980678][bookmark: _Toc479931131][bookmark: _Toc479931958]3.2	Abbreviations
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
gNB-CU	gNB Central Unit
gNB-DU	gNB Distributed Unit
GTP-U	GPRS Tunnelling Protocol
IP	Internet Protocol
O&M	Operation and Maintenance
QoS	Quality of Service
RNL	Radio Network Layer
F1-U	F1 User plane interface
F1-C	F1 Control plane interface
F1AP	F1 Application Protocol
SCTP	Stream Control Transmission Protocol
TNL	Transport Network Layer
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