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1. Overall Description:

TSG-RAN would like to thank RAN2 for their LS on UE categories for NR and LTE-NR Dual Connectivity. On Item 1) below:

1) The necessity of UE categories for UE in the LTE-NR DC (Opt. 3/4/7) as well as the NR standalone (Opt. 2)

TSG-RAN foresees industrial demand that LTE-NR DC (Option 3/4/7 series) enables operators to provide a certain peak data rate, as well as the NR standalone (Option 2). TSG-RAN would like to let RAN WGs to decide how the target peak data rate can be supported for LTE-NR DC and NR standalone in the specifications, e.g. whether the existing concept of UE category is inherited or a new concept in defining the target peak data rate is introduced. RAN sees that it is important that practical UE constraints are also taken into account in the UE capabilities and categories e.g. UE constraints due to hardware sharing during LTE – NR DC operations. It is also up to RAN WGs how the UE categories and capabilities are defined for LTE-NR DC as well as NR standalone.
On Item 2) and 3) below:
2) The target peak data rate in DL and UL to be supported for Option 3 until December 2017.

3) The target peak data rate in DL and UL to be supported for the other options until June 2018.

TSG-RAN will discuss these items by email until TSG-RAN #77 and aim to decide the target value(s) at the #77 meeting.
2. Actions:

To RAN1 and RAN2 groups.

ACTION: 
TSG-RAN respectfully asks RAN1 and RAN2 groups to take the above intermediate decision into account for their on-going work.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:

TSG-RAN Meeting #77
11th – 14th September 2017
Sapporo, Japan.
TSG-RAN Meeting #78 
18th – 21st December 2017
Lisbon, Portugal.
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