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Discussion on the NR work item took place in the last two RAN4 meetings(RAN4#82 Bis and RAN4#83). A work plan with a very aggressive schedule was agreed in [1]. So far the progress in RAN4 is not very promising, in this paper we discuss some possible solutions to make the RAN4 discussion more efficient.
2. 	Discussion
RAN4 currently has 3 parallel sessions, two for LTE(RF and baseband) and one session for NR. This session organization is inline with previous agreements in RAN plenary that NR will not cannibalize LTE TUs and work group capacity had to be expanded. 
The discussion on the NR work item started in RAN4#82Bis and a work plan with milestones for each meeting was agreed [1]. Based on the agreements reached until the end of RAN4#83, the work is already running late in a few key areas(e.g. all general aspects are not finalized, simulation assumptions for RRM have not yet been agreed for either link or system level simulations). The NR session in the last two meetings was extremely busy and the meeting ended after 5PM Friday both times.
On the other hand, the schedule in the LTE RF session was rather light and it seems there is some capacity to accommodate some work from the NR session. As such, we believe that in order to ensure timely progress of the work, some topics could be handled in the LTE RF session if time allows (e.g. if not many LTE RF work items are approved in RAN#76). 
It should be noted that some base station topics that are also related to LTE(AAS, eAAS) are currently handled in the NR session and consume about 4 TUs. These topics or part of them could also be handled in the LTE RF session. Some other topics could also be handled in parallel, for example any of the base station RF, NR UE RF, NR RRM could be handled in parallel to speed up the process. 
Proposal 1: Some NR related topics should be handled in the LTE RF session to increase the time available for discussion and speed up the process.
In RAN#75 it was proposed to organize an additional NR ad-hoc between RAN4#84Bis and RAN#85. Considering the fact that RAN4 work is already running late in some areas and that the work load will be very heavy, we believe this meeting is needed to ensure the timely progress of the work. In that time frame RAN4 will have to review many CRs for 38.1xx series of specifications and there is a long list of LTE+NR combinations for NSA that need to be finalized in a timely fashion.
Proposal 2: Confirm the NR ad-hoc between RAN4#84Bis and RAN4#85.
3. 	Conclusion
In this paper we briefly discussed the progress on NR in RAN4. We present the following proposals to speed up the RAN4 work and avoid further delays.
Proposal 1: Some NR related topics should be handled in the LTE RF session to increase the time available for discussion and speed up the process.
Proposal 2: Confirm the NR ad-hoc between RAN4#84Bis and RAN4#85.
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