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1. Introduction
In RAN#75, work plan on F1 was discussed. [1] shows that it starts from RAN3#95bis (April. 2017) and end in RAN3#100 (May. 2018) with the description that “higher priority is set to NSA specific aspects if any.”  In this contribution, we clarify the target date of NSA on F1 and the difference between NSA and SA on F1.
2. Discussion
2.1. Target date of F1 for NSA
In [1], the RAN3 time plan for the NR Work Item was illustrated as follows.
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Figure 1 RAN3 Time plan in [1]

In the above, the completion target for F1 (which is mentioned as “Higher layer split for CU-DU split RAN architecture” in the slide) seems to be set at June 2018 for both NSA and SA (although it is mentioned that higher priority is set to NSA, there is no separate arrow for NSA).

However, in the next slide of [1], it is clearly stated that F1 (which is again mentioned as “Higher layer split for CU-DU split RAN architecture” in the slide) for NSA (mentioned as “EN-DC operation” in the slide) should be completed by the December 2017 early drop timing, as shown below.
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Figure 2 RAN3 work prioritization in [1]

Thus, the following clarification is proposed.

Proposal: RAN to confirm that F1 specification for NSA aspects should be completed by Dec. 2017.
Provided that Proposal is the common understanding, the corresponding slide is updated as shown below:
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Figure 3 RAN3 time plan
Following section clarifies what we assume would be required for NSA and for SA
3. Conclusion
In this contribution, we clarify the target date of NSA on F1 and the difference between NSA and SA on F1.
Proposal: RAN to confirm that F1 specification for NSA aspects should be completed by Dec. 2017.
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