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Overall description:

WP 4B indicated the importance of a tight integration of satellite as part of the overall IMT-2020 (“5G”) architecture and networks solutions, and the need to reflect such integration into the ongoing standardization efforts as appropriate. 

Therefore they required information on the work on-going in 3GPP and other relevant bodies on this aspect.

This document provides the current status of the work in 3GPP relevant to satellite communications.

Actions:

3GPP RAN asks 3GPP TSG SA to review the document, and provide its feedbacks to PCG for the approval.

The submission deadline for the submission of the material to ITU-R is April 24th , 2017. As a consequence 3GPP PCG is asked to review by E-mail and provide the approved version by April 18.

----------------- [remove 3GPP review part before submission to ITU] -----------------
[ITU member]

Answer to Liaison on Invitation to consider integration of satellite-based solutions into IMT-2020 networks
3GPP SA and RAN thank ITU-R WP 4B for their Liaison Statement (SP-160756) on the integration of satellite solutions into IMT-2020 networks.

3GPP SA and RAN would like to inform WP 4B that

· SA has approved a Study report on Architecture for next Generation System [1] in SP-160829 that includes 5G connectivity via satellite .

· RAN has approved a Study report on Scenarios and Requirements for Next Generation Access Technologies [2] that includes Satellite extension to Terrestrial as deployment scenario;

· SA is drafting a Technical Specification on 5G Service [3] which contains service requirements for the 5G system to provide services using satellite access and for service continuity between land based 5G access and satellite based access networks;
· a Study Item on NR to support Non-Terrestrial Networks was approved at RAN#75 in Dubrovnik [4]
3GPP SA and RAN will keep WP 4B updated on any related study and normative standardization work.
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