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DRX in RRC_CONNECTED

In order to enable reasonable UE battery consumption, DRX in E-UTRAN is characterised by the following:

-
Per UE mechanism (as opposed to per radio bearer);

-
No RRC or MAC substate to distinguish between different levels of DRX;

-
Available DRX values are controlled by the network and start from non-DRX up to 10.24 seconds; 

-
Measurement requirement and reporting criteria can differ according to the length of the DRX interval i.e. long DRX intervals may experience more relaxed requirements;

-
Irrespective of DRX, UE may use first available RACH opportunity to send an UL measurement report;

-
HARQ operation related to data transmission is independent of DRX operation and the UE wakes up to read the PDCCH for possible retransmissions and/or ACK/NAK signalling regardless of DRX In the downlink, a timer is used to limit the time the UE stays awake awaiting for a retransmission. In the uplink, for asynchronous HARQ, a timer is used to limit the time the UE stays awake awaiting for a retransmission;
-
When DRX is configured, the UE may be further configured with an "on-duration" timer during which time the UE monitors the PDCCHs for possible allocations;

-
When DRX is configured, periodic CQI reports can only be sent by the UE during the "active-time". RRC can further restrict periodic CQI reports so that they are only sent during the on-duration;

-
A timer per TAG in the UE is used to detect need for obtaining timing advance for each TAG.

The following definitions apply to DRX in E-UTRAN, except for NB-IoT:

-
on-duration: duration in downlink subframes that the UE waits for, after waking up from DRX, to receive PDCCHs. If the UE successfully decodes a PDCCH, the UE stays awake and starts the inactivity timer;

-
inactivity-timer: duration in downlink subframes that the UE waits to successfully decode a PDCCH, from the last successful decoding of a PDCCH, failing which it re-enters DRX. The UE shall restart the inactivity timer following a single successful decoding of a PDCCH for a first transmission only (i.e. not for retransmissions).

-
active-time: total duration that the UE is awake. This includes the "on-duration" of the DRX cycle, the time UE is performing continuous reception while the inactivity timer has not expired and the time UE is performing continuous reception while waiting for a DL retransmission after one HARQ RTT or, for asynchronous UL HARQ operation, for an UL retransmission grant after one UL HARQ RTT. Based on the above the minimum active time is of length equal to on-duration, and the maximum is undefined (infinite);

Of the above parameters the on-duration and inactivity-timer are of fixed lengths, while the active-time is of varying lengths based on scheduling decision and UE decoding success. Only on-duration and inactivity-timer duration are signalled to the UE by the eNB:

-
There is only one DRX configuration applied in the UE at any time;

-
UE shall apply an on-duration on wake-up from DRX sleep;

NOTE:
this is also applicable for the case where the UE has only one service (e.g. Real Time) that is being handled through the allocation of predefined resources; this allows for other signalling such as RRC to be sent during the remaining portion of the active time.

-
New transmissions can only take place during the active-time (so that when the UE is waiting for one retransmission only, it does not have to be "awake" during the RTT).

-
If PDCCH has not been successfully decoded during the on-duration, the UE shall follow the DRX configuration (i.e. the UE can enter DRX sleep if allowed by the DRX configuration):

-
This applies also for the sub-frames where the UE has been allocated predefined resources.

-
Except for NB-IoT, if it successfully decodes a PDCCH for a first transmission, the UE shall stay awake and start the inactivity timer (even if a PDCCH is successfully decoded in the sub-frames where the UE has also been allocated predefined resources) until a MAC control message tells the UE to re-enter DRX, or until the inactivity timer expires. In both cases, the DRX cycle that the UE follows after re-entering DRX is given by the following rules:

-
If a short DRX cycle is configured; the UE first follows the short DRX cycle and after a longer period of inactivity the UE follows the long DRX cycle;

-
Else the UE follows the long DRX cycle directly.

NOTE:
When DRX is configured, the network should detect whether UE remains in EUTRAN coverage by requesting UE to send periodic signals to the network.

In CA, whenever a UE is configured with only one serving cell (i.e. PCell) Rel-8/9 DRX applies. In other cases, the same DRX operation applies to all configured and activated serving cells (i.e. identical active time for PDCCH monitoring).

In DC, separate DRX configurations can be applied to MCG and SCG, and the CG specific DRX operation applies to all configured and activated serving cells in the same CG (i.e. identical active time for PDCCH monitoring).

