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1
Introduction and discussion
RAN1#86 discussed a way forward document suggesting that at least 5 GHz and 60 GHz unlicensed bands are considered for NR and that RAN1 starts a regulatory study on the matter [1]:

· At least 5 GHz and 60 GHz unlicensed bands are considered for NR unlicensed operation.
· RAN1 to start studying regulatory aspects of potential unlicensed spectrum from forward compatibility perspective.
· Note: Other unlicensed bands are not precluded for NR unlicensed operation.
The only reason for which RAN1 could not agree on the way forward was the unclarity whether RAN1 has the mandate to conduct regulatory study.

New Radio SID already mandates the WGs to work for unlicensed band support [2]:

(4)
Study and identify the technical features necessary to enable the new radio access to meet objective 1 and 2, also including:
· Operation in licensed bands (paired and unpaired), and licensed assisted operations in unlicensed bands

· [Standalone operation in unlicensed bands is FFS]

Given this, it should be clear that the regulatory requirements on the unlicensed bands of initial interest would need to be studied and the question is rather in which group the work should be done. RAN4 can be seen as a more natural home for such a regulatory study than RAN1 and hence it is proposed that RAN4 should take the responsibility of this and conduct the study during Q4/2016.
2
Proposal
It is proposed that RAN agrees to the following clarification:
· At least 5 GHz and 60 GHz unlicensed bands are considered for NR unlicensed operation.

· RAN4 to study regulatory aspects of potential unlicensed spectrum from forward compatibility perspective during Q4/2016.
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