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1
Introduction

At the RAN #65 social event in Edinburgh we had a whisky tasting completion. There were 80 completed entries as follows
Two entries had no name :-O

20 entries had no correct results

30 entries scored one point – that’s 37.5% of the entries - just above the 33% random noise floor!

16 entries scored two points – that’s 20% of the entries and above the 6.7% noise floor - so clearly some skill being indicated. The bulk of the correct answers were for the two Islay bottles #3 and #4.

10 entries scored three points, well above the statistical average.
One entry scored four points – Well done Richard Burbidge who wins a bluffers guide to whisky.
Two entries scored five points. Kit Kilgour and Uwe Baeder each got 4 bottles correct and one distillery, but Uwe gets extra credit for also getting one bottle/distillery combination correct. Uwe wins the ¼ bottle of 24yo Miltonduff and Kit gets a runner up prize of a 22 yo ¼ bottle of Tamdhu.
Finally, one entry that slipped through the net at the social event having only got three bottles correct (the easier task) turned out to have identified four distilleries (0.00833 probability) – two more than anyone else and therefore the overall winner is Benny Assouline who wins an awesome 21yo ¼ bottle of Auchentoshan.
2 Correct Results

Whisky Tasting Competition

Name:

________________________

These whiskies are all bottled from a single cask by the Scottish Malt Whisky Society. This is the purest way to enjoy one of Scotland’s most famous products: unfiltered, uncoloured, natural cask strength, no averaging of casks and no blending with different malt or grain distilleries. The result is always unique – the ultimate limited edition, only 150 to 600 bottles from any one cask. When it’s gone it’s gone! But then there is the next cask…

Your challenge is to match the descriptions below with the bottle number and distillery.
The distilleries are: Ardmore, Bowmore, Cambus, Caol Ila, Glen Moray and Longmorn.
	Description
	Specs
	Bottle
	Distillery
	Scottish Malt Whisky Society cask #

	Playing with colours: There’s white chocolate, peppers and marshmallows, turning multi-coloured with limes, bananas and fruits of the forest. The taste neat; chili chocolate and Haribo Tangfastics. Water changes the aroma and flavour completely; pineapple milkshake and a dollop of rum and raisin ice cream.
	60.2 %

10 yo

First fill bourbon
	3
	Longmorn
	7.101

	Tasty Farmhouse Cooking: Warm and rich aromas of a beef consommé poured into a rabbit casserole simmering on a wood burning stove. The taste is that of a rich tomato soup and honey roasted sweet potatoes. Water adds sweet earthy notes and the flavour is a tender pork stew with herb dumplings.
	56.4 %

16 yo

Refill sherry
	2
	Bowmore
	3.227

	Viking fire funerals: The nose is a Viking fire funeral; leather, tarry torches, burning boats and a barbeque nearby for the wake – also gorse, heather and sea breezes. The palate – wood smoke, ash, cloves, bacon rolls, sugar-coated fennel seeds and Liquorice Allsorts – mouth-nipping.
	53.2 %

18 yo

Refill bourbon
	4
	Caol Ila
	53.209

	A feast of flavours: A bountiful dram bursting with chestnut puree on granary toast with Horlicks. Roasted meats with lashings of redcurrant jelly and onion marmalade. Brandy snaps singed at the edges and golden syrup flapjack. A shot of espresso to finish.
	60.5 %

12 yo

First fill sherry
	5
	Glen Moray
	35.108

	Surprise me: Toffee popcorn with juicy green apples; slightly woody and dusty with a sweet and sour taste – edging towards lemon puffs, then bitter lemon with water.
	59.0 %

23 yo

Refill bourbon
	6
	Cambus
	G8.3

	Asian delight: Malaysian chicken satay infused with a spicy punchy marmalade with a coconut peanut dipping sauce followed by a tongue-burning Phall curry. Water adds a smoky sweetness and the taste is that of glazed gammon steaks with pineapple.
	59.1 %

10 yo

Refill bourbon
	1
	Ardmore
	66.57


