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1
Status
For several TSG RAN meetings, the question of whether to specify the feature “Downlink only LTE TDD” has been discussed repeatedly. This document aims to provide a way forward. 
2
Role of 3GPP in meeting global market demand
3GPP should aim to specify features and technologies that meet the needs of the global market to further enhance the usage of its standards. 
In the TSG RAN#64 meeting, after agreeing with the justification to specify this feature from the proponents, 18 mobile operators co-sourced a document requesting 3GPP to specify the “Downlink only LTE TDD” feature as part of Release 12. 
It should be highlighted here that all of those 18 operators have paid to become members of 3GPP via their various Organisational Partners, and obviously feel that they deserve a fair opportunity to influence the direction of 3GPP work.

Unfortunately up until now, 3GPP has not been able to meet the wishes of these 18 mobile operators with regard to this issue, as it still has not found a way to agree to specify this feature. If such a situation continues it would seems to be inconsistent with 3GPP’s overall objectives.
3
Compromise proposals
The RAN chairman at RAN#64 suggested some alternatives which may allay the concerns of the companies that were against specifying the feature. These were:

· Option 1: Restricting the feature to one region: After investigation, this seems unsuitable as a long term solution, considering the wide interest of operators from many regions in specifying the feature.

· Option 2: Requiring that all operators within a country agree on whether this feature can be used in a particular band: After investigation, this does not seem to be something that 3GPP can mandate, and is actually out of scope of 3GPP work.
Alternative proposal
· In the same way as any other TDD UL/DL configuration, 3GPP should ensure that the operation of the “Downlink only LTE TDD” (10:0:0) configuration is supported for all frequency bands specified for TDD mode of operation in RAN4 specifications, when paired with another frequency band used as an anchor carrier. Furthermore, 3GPP should ensure that ALL UEs that support “Downlink only LTE TDD” also support other TDD UL/DL configurations. 
It can be tested via RAN5 test specifications and subsequently for GCF certification that UEs supporting “Downlink only LTE TDD” configuration also support other TDD UL/DL configurations. This will enhance the economies of scale for LTE TDD support in devices across the globe, therefore maximising the attractiveness of LTE TDD technology.
4
Proposed way forward
Given the wide support of “Downlink only LTE TDD” feature by a large number of mobile operator members of 3GPP, it is proposed that 3GPP RAN at RAN#65 agree to specify this feature with the following restriction within 3GPP specifications:
· In the same way as any other TDD UL/DL configuration, 3GPP should ensure that the operation of the “Downlink only LTE TDD” (10:0:0) configuration is supported for all frequency bands specified for TDD mode of operation in RAN4 specifications, when paired with another frequency band used as an anchor carrier. Furthermore, 3GPP should ensure that ALL UEs that support “Downlink only LTE TDD” also support other TDD UL/DL configurations. 
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