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1. Introduction

At the last RAN plenary (#62) the procedure for handling mandatory/optional UE features was discussed (see RP-131784, RP-132033 and RP-132099), but finally no conclusion was reached and the discussion was postponed.

We believe that it is important to reach a conclusion on this topic, especially now that the Release 12 is coming to an end, in order to avoid any confusion and waste of time in RAN WGs and RAN plenary.  

Note that the proposal below reflect mostly what happened in Release 11 and was it thought to be the “current procedure today and it is mostly based on document RP-132033. 

RAN plenary is request to discuss and if possible approve the proposed procedure.
2. Procedure for handling mandatory/optional UE features
1. For each feature, WGs identify whether the network needs to know the UE support. For the features which the network needs to know the UE support, WGs develop the UE capability signalling. The need of FDD/TDD differentiation is determined feature by feature. RAN1 needs to communicate to RAN2 timely any foreseen impact on RAN2 defined signalling. 
2. Mandatory/optional support of the features by the UE can be discussed in WGs and decided by WGs only if it is not contentious and doesn’t cause too much waste of time. It is up to the RAN WGs Chairman how much time this activity should take, but it should be part of the technical discussion on the features that are specified.
3. The decision (or no decision) from WGs is then brought to TSG-RAN, who has the final responsibility on this matter. TSG-RAN has the responsibility to decide all mandatory/optional UE features. The discussion takes place after the completion of the release, by default the meeting after the ASN.1 freeze of a Release is decided. Ultimately is the TSG-RAN chair decision when to put this on the RAN Agenda.
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