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1. Introduction:

At RAN#54, document [1] highlighted the requirement for UEs of all 3GPP Releases to support the reception of 4 CRS antenna ports (including Tx diversity reception in idle mode), and concerns were raised that non-implementation of this mandatory feature in the UE would potentially lead to such UEs not being able to gain access (connect) to LTE cells/networks when 4 CRS ports are operated by the eNode B in the cell, as they may not be able to decode common channels correctly.

It was agreed that 3GPP should ensure that test coverage is provided in RAN WG4 and RAN WG5 specifications for this network configuration, considering its importance. 

2. Actions:

TSG-RAN requests RAN4 and RAN5 to identify if there is sufficient test coverage to verify whether the UE can connect to the LTE cell/network when 4 CRS ports are operated by the eNode B in the cell, and report back to TSG-RAN at RAN#55.
Note: This does not include dynamic switching of the number of CRS ports used.
3. References
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RP-111659, Non-implementation of features where FGI is not applicable, Vodafone

4. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:
3GPP RAN#55    28 Feb  - 2 Mar 2012     Xiamen   CN   

3GPP RAN#56   12 – 15 Jun 2012     Ljubljana   SI   
