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Introduction

Guidelines on Work Item handling agreed in RAN#46[1] should be applicable for finalization of Release 10. In addition to this guideline, TSG-RAN needs to consider the following Release 10 time plan agreed in RAN#45[2] :

· Approval of the stage 3 specifications and functional freeze in December 2010

· ASN.1 freezing in March or June 2011

This document proposes process for finalization of TSG-RAN Release 10 specifications considering above Release 10 time plan and the guideline agreed in RAN#46[1]. Additionally, time to start Release 11 WIs is proposed.
1. Approval of CRs for Release 10 TS and CR control

CRs for TSG-RAN Release 10 TSs to be submitted to ITU-R WP5D for ITU-R IMT-Advanced standardization process shall be approved at RAN#50 in December 2010 and the Release 10 TSs should be put under CR control. These TSs should be identified at RAN#49 with support from the ITU-R Ad Hoc.

CRs for the other Release 10 TSs can be approved at RAN#50 in December 2010 or March 2011.

For RAN#50 and after, WGs are tasked to consider proper way to provide CR packages to RAN plenary to avoid risk of CR conflict and CR implementation error if huge amount of CRs for the already approved TSs/TRs are expected.
2. ASN.1 freezing

RAN#51 in March 2011 is premature to freeze Release 10 ASN.1 considering lack of time to review the specification by March 2011. If ASN.1 is frozen in March 2011, we will have a serious risk of backward compatibility problems after March 2011. Release 10 ASN.1 should be frozen at RAN#52 in June 2011 to avoid this kind of risk.
3. Completion of the Release 10 WIs

Release 10 WI completion should be decided according to section A in [1]:
A) WI completion

1. The rapporteur of the WI is tasked to correctly clarify essential open issues in the WI status report.

2. An “essential open issue” is new or revised functionality corresponding to a category B/C CR.

3. As long as essential open issues are identified, the completion level of a WI is less than 100%.

4. A WI is closed when completion level is 100%, but may be closed at slightly lower completion level, if RAN -by consensus- considers the open issues to be very limited.

5. If there are open issues in the WI and the WI is requested to be closed, a justification for the closing of the WI should be provided. If performance and test aspects are included in the scope of the WI, then the decision to close the WI is based only on progress for the core requirements. It is recognized and accepted that the RAN4 performance and test aspects are completed [typically] within 2 RAN meeting cycles after completion of the core specification

6. After a WI has been closed, only essential corrections (category F CR).may be approved

Note that bullet 5 is not applicable for Release 10 WIs since Release 10 WIs split into core, performance and test WIs.
Core part WIs and performance part WIs related to ITU-R submission toward M.[IMT.RSPEC] should be completed by December 2010 and June 2011, respectively, considering the ITU-R submission schedule.
4. Handling of essential open issues
After the functional freezing, i.e. after RAN#50 in December 2010, new functionalities should not be discussed and agreed at TSG-RAN and RAN WGs except for the essential open issues to be agreed at TSG-RAN. It is very important to identify and agree the essential open issues at TSG-RAN. Rapporteurs of the Release 10 WIs should note the bullets A)-1 and 2 in [1]:

1. The rapporteur of the WI is tasked to correctly clarify essential open issues in the WI status report.

2. An “essential open issue” is new or revised functionality corresponding to a category B/C CR.

5. Handling of exception sheet

Exception sheet for Release 10 WIs should be treated according to section C in [1]:

C) Condition to raise exception sheet

1. For WI not closed, an exception sheet shall be provided when the WI cannot be completed by the intended freeze date of a Release AND the foreseen likely overrun is no more than one RAN plenary meeting cycle. The rapporteur of the WI is tasked to correctly clarify essential open issues in the exception sheet.

2. For WI not closed, an exception sheet shall NOT be provided when the WI cannot be completed by the intended freeze date of a Release AND the foreseen likely overrun is more than one RAN plenary meeting cycle. In this case the WI would not be included in the Release being frozen.

3. In case the performance and test aspects in the scope of the WI are not completed by the intended freeze date of a Release, an exception sheet is NOT needed as long as the core specification part in the scope of the WI is completed.

4. After approval of an exception sheet of a WI, category B/C CRs for the WIs can only be considered for approval if related to the open issues shown in the exception sheet. These CR do not need isolated impact analysis.

SA/CT stage 3 will be frozen in March 2011 if no stage 2 extension is agreed at SA#49. Handling of the exception sheet should be harmonized between TSGs. Therefore, it is expected that all TSGs will start to treat the exception sheets from March 2011 if exceptions are agreed in each TSG at that time.
6. Handling of WIs/SIs for Release 11
After RAN#50 in December 2010, remaining work for Release 10 specifications should be prioritized over Release 11 WIs/SIs. It is likely that RAN2, RAN3 and RAN4 will be heavily loaded until March 2011 to finalize and stabilize the Release 10 specifications. RAN2, RAN3 and RAN4 should focus on the Release 10 stabilization until RAN#51 in March 2011 and Release 11 WIs/SIs should be treated after that. 
There is a possibility that RAN1 can allocate time for the Release 11 WIs/SIs after RAN#50. 
Considering these expectations of WG work load after RAN#50, new WI/SI proposals, which include RAN1 aspects, can be treated and approved at RAN#50. If the WI/SI proposal at RAN#50 includes other WG aspects, coordination between RAN1 and the other WGs will be needed at RAN#50 since it is likely that RAN2, RAN3 and RAN4 cannot treat Release 11 WIs/SIs after RAN#50 until when they can allocate time for Release 11 WIs/SIs.
7. Work flows in TSG-RAN plenary meetings
The following shows the work flows in TSG-RAN plenary meetings capturing above proposals:
RAN#49 (September 2010)

· Agree "Release 10 finalization process and start of Release 11" proposed in this document

· Identify Release 10 TSs to be submitted to ITU-R with support from ITU-R Ad Hoc

RAN#50 (December 2010)

· Approve CRs for Release 10 specifications to be submitted to ITU-R toward M.[IMT.RSPEC]
· Approve necessary contributions to be submitted to ITU-R WP 5D#10 for IMT-Advanced standardization process
· Start to treat new Release 11 WI/SI proposals which include RAN1 aspects
RAN#51 (March 2011)

· Start to treat exception sheet for Release 10 (if no stage 2 exceptions are approved in SA#49)

· Start to treat any new Release 11 WI/SI proposals

RAN#52 (June 2011)
· Freeze Release 10 ASN.1
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