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20.2.1
X2-CP Functions

The X2AP protocol supports the following functions:

-
Intra LTE-Access-System Mobility Support for UE in ECM-CONNECTED:

-
Context transfer from source eNB to target eNB;

-
Control of user plane tunnels between source eNB and target eNB;
-
Handover cancellation.

-
Load Management;
-
General X2 management and error handling functions:

-
Error indication;

-
Setting up the X2;

-
Resetting the X2;

-
Updating the X2 configuration data;

-
Information exchange in support of handover settings negotiation.
-
Energy Saving. This function allows decreasing energy consumption by enabling indication of cell activation/deactivation.
20.2.2
X2-CP Procedures

The elementary procedures supported by the X2AP protocol are listed in Table 20.2.2-1 below:

Table 20.2.2-1: X2-CP Procedures

	Elementary Procedure
	Initiating Message
	Response Message of Successful Outcome
	Response Message of Unsuccessful Outcome
	Description & comments

	Handover Preparation
	HANDOVER REQUEST
	HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE
	HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE
	Used by source eNB to request a handover to the target eNB

	Handover Cancellation
	HANDOVER CANCEL
	
	
	Used by the source eNB to cancel a previously requested handover in a target eNB

	UE Context Release
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE
	-
	-
	Used by the target eNB to signal to source eNB that control plane resources for the handed over UE context can be released.

	SN Status Transfer
	SN STATUS TRANSFER
	-
	-
	Used to manage forwarding of user plane data.

	Error Indication
	ERROR INDICATION
	-
	-
	Used by the eNB to report errors in a received message provided they cannot be reported by an appropriate response message.

	Load Indication
	LOAD INFORMATION
	-
	-
	Used by the eNB to report interference coordination information to its neighbour eNBs.

	X2 Setup
	X2 SETUP REQUEST
	X2 SETUP RESPONSE
	X2 SETUP FAILURE
	Used to exchange necessary configuration data for the eNB to setup the X2 interface.

	eNB Configuration Update
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE
	Used to update necessary data concerning the configuration of the X2 interface, including indication of cells entering dormant state for energy saving purposes.

	Reset
	RESET REQUEST
	RESET RESPONSE
	-
	Used to completely reset the X2 interface.

	Resource Status Reporting Initiation


	RESOURCE STATUS REQUEST
	RESOURCE STATUS RESPONSE
	RESOURCE STATUS FAILURE
	Used by the eNB to request load measurements from another eNB.

	Resource Status Reporting
	RESOURCE STATUS UPDATE
	-
	-
	Used to report load information to another eNB.

	Radio Link Failure Indication
	RLF INDICATION
	-
	-
	Used to report information to another eNB about the re-establishment attempt by a UE previously served by that eNB

	Handover Report
	HANDOVER REPORT
	-
	-
	Used to report information about the root cause of a detected handover problem

	Mobility Settings Change
	MOBILITY CHANGE REQUEST
	MOBILITY CHANGE ACKNOWLEDGE
	MOBILITY CHANGE FAILURE
	Used to negotiate handover settings

	Cell Activation
	CELL ACTIVATION REQUEST
	CELL ACTIVATION RESPONSE
	CELL ACTIVATION FAILURE
	Used to request the re-activation of a dormant cell
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20.2.2.14
Mobility Settings Change procedure

The purpose of the MOBILITY SETTINGS CHANGE procedure is to enable an eNB to send a MOBILITY CHANGE REQUEST message to a peer eNB to negotiate the handover trigger settings.
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Figure 20.2.2.14-1: Mobility Settings Change procedure
20.2.2.x
Cell Activation procedure
The purpose of the Cell Activation procedure is to enable an eNB to send a CELL ACTIVATION REQUEST message to a peer eNB to request the re-activation of one or more cells, controlled by the peer eNB and which had been previously indicated as dormant.
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Figure 20.2.2.x-1: Cell Activation procedure
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22.4
Self-optimisation

22.4.1
Support for Mobility Load Balancing

22.4.1.1
General

The objective of load balancing is to distribute cell load evenly among cells or to transfer part of the traffic from congested cells. This is done by the means of self-optimisation of mobility parameters or handover actions.

Self-optimisation of the intra-LTE and inter-RAT mobility parameters to the current load in the cell and in the adjacent cells can improve the system capacity compared to static/non-optimised cell reselection/handover parameters. Such optimisation can also minimize human intervention in the network management and optimization tasks.

Support for mobility load balancing consists of one or more of following functions:

-
Load reporting;

-
Load balancing action based on handovers;

-
Adapting handover and/or reselection configuration.

Triggering of each of these functions is optional and depends on implementation. Functional architecture is presented in Figure 22.4.1.1-1.
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Figure 22.4.1.1-1: Functional architecture of SON load balancing

22.4.1.2
Load reporting

The load reporting function is executed by exchanging cell specific load information between neighbour eNBs over the X2 interface (intra-LTE scenario) or S1 (inter-RAT scenario). The load information consists of:

For intra-LTE scenario:

-
radio resource usage (UL/DL GBR PRB usage, UL/DL non-GBR PRB usage, UL/DL total PRB usage),

-
HW load indicator (UL/DL HW load: low, mid, high, overload),

-
TNL load indicator (UL/DL TNL load: low, mid, high, overload),

-
(Optionally) Cell Capacity Class value (UL/DL relative capacity indicator: the same scale shall apply to E-UTRAN, UTRAN and GERAN cells when mapping cell capacities on this value),

-
Capacity value (UL/DL available capacity for load balancing as percentage of total cell capacity)

For inter-RAT scenario:

-
Cell Capacity Class value (UL/DL relative capacity indicator: the same scale shall apply to E-UTRAN, UTRAN and GERAN cells when mapping cell capacities on this value).

-    Capacity value (UL/DL available capacity for load balancing as percentage of total cell capacity)


NOTE 1:
Capacity value is expressed in available E-UTRAN resources.


NOTE 2:
A cell is expected to accept traffic corresponding to the indicated available capacity.

Load information shall be provided in a procedure separated from existing active mode mobility procedures, which shall be used infrequently and with lower priority with respect to the UE dedicated signalling.

22.4.1.3
Load balancing action based on handovers

The source cell may initiate handover due to load (see sub-clauses 10.1.2 and 10.2.2). The target cell performs admission control for the load balancing handovers. A handover preparation related to a mobility load balancing action shall be distinguishable from other handovers, so that the target cell is able to apply appropriate admission control. 

22.4.1.4
Adapting handover and/or reselection configuration

This function enables requesting of a change of handover and/or reselection parameters at target cell. The source cell that initialized the load balancing estimates if it is needed to change mobility configuration in the source and/or target cell. If the amendment is needed, the source cell initializes mobility negotiation procedure toward the target cell.

The source cell informs the target cell about the new mobility setting and provides cause for the change (e.g. load balancing related request). The proposed change is expressed by the means of the difference (delta) between the current and the new values of the handover trigger. The handover trigger is the cell specific offset that corresponds to the threshold at which a cell initialises the handover preparation procedure. Cell reselection configuration may be amended to reflect changes in the HO setting. The target cell responds to the information from the source cell. The allowed delta range for HO trigger parameter may be carried in the failure response message. The source cell should consider the responses before executing the planned change of its mobility setting.

All automatic changes on the HO and/or reselection parameters must be within the range allowed by OAM.

22.4.2
Support for Mobility Robustness Optimisation

One of the functions of Mobility Robustness Optimization is to detect radio link connection failures that occur due to Too Early or Too Late Handovers, or Handover to Wrong Cell. These three cases are defined and their respective detection mechanisms are carried out through the following:

-
[Too Late HO] A failure occurs in the source cell before the HO was initiated or during the HO procedure; the UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection in the target cell (if HO was initiated) or in a cell that is not the source cell (if HO was not initiated). 
If the UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection in a cell that belongs to  eNB B, after a failure at the source cell belonging to eNB A, different from eNB B, then eNB B may report this event to eNB A by means of the RLF Indication Procedure.

-
[Too Early HO] A failure occurs shortly after a successful handover from a source cell to a target cell or during a handover; the UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection in the source cell. 
If the target cell belongs to an eNB B different from the eNB A that controls the source cell, the eNB B may send a HANDOVER REPORT message indicating a Too Early HO event to eNB A when eNB B receives an RLF INDICATION message from eNB A and if eNB B has sent the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message to eNB A related to the completion of an incoming HO for the same UE within the last Tstore_UE_cntxt seconds.

-
[HO to Wrong Cell] A failure occurs shortly after a successful handover from a source cell to a target cell or during a handover; the UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection in a cell other than the source cell and the target cell. 
If the handover from the source cell to the target cell was successful and the target cell belongs to eNB B that is different from the eNB A that controls the source cell, the eNB B may send a HANDOVER REPORT message indicating a HO To Wrong Cell event to eNB A when eNB B receives an RLF INDICATION message from eNB C, and if eNB B has sent the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message to eNB A related to the completion of an incoming HO for the same UE within the last Tstore_UE_cntxt seconds.  This also applies when eNB A and eNB C is the same. The HANDOVER REPORT Message may also be sent if eNB B and eNB C are the same and the RLF Indication is internal to this eNB. 
If the handover from the source cell in eNB A to the target cell was not successful, and the UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection to a cell in eNB C, then eNB C may send a RLF INDICATION message to eNB A. The detection of the above events, when involving more than one eNB, is enabled by the RLF Indication and Handover Report procedures.

The RLF Indication procedure may be initiated after a UE attempts to re-establish the radio link connection at eNB B after a failure at eNB A. The RLF INDICATION message sent from eNB B to eNB A shall contain the following information elements:

-
Failure Cell ID: PCI of the cell in which the UE was connected prior to the failure occurred;

-
Reestablishment Cell ID: ECGI of the cell where RL re-establishment attempt is made;

-
C-RNTI: C-RNTI of the UE in the cell where UE was connected prior to the failure occurred.

-
shortMAC-I (optionally): the 16 least significant bits of the MAC-I calculated using the security configuration of the source cell and the re-establishment cell identity.

eNB B may initiate RLF Indication towards multiple eNBs if they control cells which use the PCI signalled by the UE during the re-establishment procedure. The eNB A selects the UE context that matches the received Failure Cell ID and C-RNTI, and, if available, uses the shortMAC-I to confirm this identification, by calculating the shortMAC-I and comparing it to the received IE.

The Handover Report procedure is used in the case of recently completed handovers, when a failure occurs in the target cell (in eNB B) shortly after it sent the UE Context Release message to the source eNB A. The HANDOVER REPORT message contains the following information:

-
Type of detected handover problem (Too Early HO, HO to Wrong Cell);
-
ECGI of source and target cells in the handover;
-
ECGI of the re-establishment cell (in the case of HO to Wrong Cell);
-
Handover cause (signalled by the source during handover preparation).
22.4.3
Support for RACH Optimisation

The setting of RACH parameters that can be optimized are: 

-
RACH configuration (resource unit allocation);

-
RACH preamble split (among dedicated, group A, group B);

-
RACH backoff parameter value;

-
RACH transmission power control parameters.

UEs which receive polling signalling shall report the below information:
-
Number of RACH preambles sent until the successful RACH completion;

-
Contention resolution failure. 
22.4.x
Support for Energy Saving
22.4.X.1
General

The aim of this function is to reduce operational expenses through energy savings. 
The function allows, for example in a deployment where capacity boosters can be distinguished from cells providing basic coverage, to optimize energy consumption enabling the possibility for a cell providing additional capacity, to be switched off when its capacity is no longer needed and to be re-activated on a need basis.
22.4.X.2
Solution description

The solution builds upon the possibility for the eNB owning a capacity booster cell to autonomously decide to switch-off such cell to lower energy consumption (dormant state).  The decision is typically based on cell load information, consistently with configured information. The switch-off decision may also be taken by O&M.

The eNB may initiate handover actions in order to off-load the cell being switched off and may indicate the reason for handover with an appropriate cause value to support the target eNB in taking subsequent actions, e.g. when selecting the target cell for subsequent handovers.
All peer eNBs are informed by the eNB owning the concerned cell about the switch-off actions over the X2 interface, by means of the eNB Configuration Update procedure. 

All informed eNBs maintain the cell configuration data also when a certain cell is dormant. ENBs owning non-capacity boosting cells may request a re-activation over the X2 interface if capacity needs in such cells demand to do so. This is achieved via the Cell Activation procedure.

The eNB owning the dormant cell should normally obey a request. The switch-on decision may also be taken by O&M. All peer eNBs are informed by the eNB owning the concerned cell about the re-activation by an indication on the X2 interface. 
22.4.X.3
O&M requirements

Operators should be able to configure the energy saving function.

The configured information should include:


- The ability of an eNB to perform autonomous cell switch-off.


- The ability of an eNB to request the re-activation of a configured list of dormant cells owned by a peer eNB.

O&M may also configure


- policies used by the eNB for cell switch-off decision.


- policies used by peer eNBs for requesting the re-activation of a dormant cell.
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