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1.  Description

TSG GERAN WG1 would like to inform TSG RAN WG4 about the ongoing discussion on the need to support non-contiguous frequency allocations related to GSM MCBTS (Rel-8). The support of these scenarios (see GP-091763, sections 2.2 and 2.3 in the attachment) is seen as viable by some companies for GSM MCBTS, since some of the operators in some countries inside as well as outside Europe have non-contiguous frequency allocations in GSM 850, GSM 900, DCS 1800 or PCS 1900 bands. TSG GERAN WG1 is in the process to specify a test scenario for GSM MCBTS that foresees the allocation of two pairs of GSM carriers with a spacing of 600 kHz between the carriers and a band gap of 5.4 MHz between the centre frequencies of the inner carriers to allow for a 5 MHz UTRA FDD allocation belonging to another operator inbetween, which is still to be finalized (latest CR under discussion, status: postponed to GERAN#44, is attached). TSG GERAN WG1 has discussed this issue further at its adhoc meeting, the view being that the support of non-contiguous frequency allocations for GSM MCBTS is needed to ensure current and future deployment scenarios. 
In this respect present operators in the meeting have raised the same issue related to MSR BS pointing out that MSR BS should also support non-contiguous frequency allocations in the defined band categories in order to get the same scenario future-proof for MCBTS.. An agreement has been reached to involve RAN 4 in this discussion to clarify to which extent an MSR BS may be employed for those scenarios where no frequency re-arrangements or no operator coordination via network sharing is foreseen. 
In particular TSG GERAN WG1 would welcome feedback from TSG RAN WG4 on following items:
· whether TSG RAN WG 4 considers non-contiguous scenarios for MSR as relevant 

· whether MSR equipment is foreseen to be operated in non-contiguous frequency allocations in single RAT / mixed RAT mode and 
· whether there is a desire from TSG RAN WG4 to include this operational mode to MSR in general or under some conditions and 
· which scenarios, e.g. in terms of number and bandwidths of band gaps, TSG RAN WG4 considers as necessary to be analysed for non-contiguous frequency allocations for MSR BS deployments in single RAT / mixed RAT mode.

TSG GERAN WG1 looks forward receiving a reply from TSG RAN WG4 on this topic.
2.  Actions
TSG GERAN WG1 kindly asks TSG RAN WG4 to provide feedback on the above listed items. 

3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN WG1 Meeting #44
17th – 19th November 2009

Sophia Antipolis, France
TSG-GERAN WG1 Meeting #45
2nd  - 4th March 2010

Berlin, Germany
