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1
Introduction

In TSG RAN#43 the study item on Study on Minimization of drive-tests (“MDT”) in Next Generation Networks was approved (see [1]). Following the first discussions in RAN2 on the issue, it seems that of the topics may overlap with the Work Item on “SON” [2], which may cause confusion on the relationship between both items. 

We are of the opinion, that potentially overlapping objectives and discussions should be reviewed by TSG RAN and a respective guidance should be given to the involved working groups.

2
Discussion

When looking at the objective section of the MDT Study Item description, it is stated that it shall “define use cases and requirements for minimising drive tests in next generation LTE/HSPA networks”.

Reviewing the work done so far in RAN2, it seems that detailed information on drive tests as performed today is still missing. Some of the proposals do not directly address the replacement of existing methods but discussions are rather held on a general level. We would have expected as one of the first work to be done to compare methods used in todays drive tests to be against existing UE and network capabilities and to perform an analysis on complexity to introduce those missing UE measurements in commercial UEs and and analysis of the gains versus pains if UEs owned by humble subscribers are used to perform drive (or walk)-tests.

Drive tests for LTE are something that is not used in real life as of today as networks are not up and running, but of course expected to be needed while the desire would be to minimize them. While the inputs in the study item discussions have been perhaps a bit unclear to describe what aspects of the “tradional” drive test aspects would be minimized, the trend that can be observed so far seems to be lacking of taking into account in the analysis the existing measurement and mechanisms provided by SON and other features.

If the study conclusions are ignoring what can be achieved with e.g. SON functionality, there is a risk of aiming (or proposing) to define features that are overlapping the existing Release 8 or 9 functionality and will results easily to problems of actually getting the features supported by UEs and it will be unclear when all these overlapping features would be available in the networks (Release 99 learnings also).

TR 36.805 [3] lists use cases in the context of MDT as follows: Coverage Optimisation, Mobility optimisation, capacity optimisation, parameterisation for common channels. 
We are of the opinion, that there is a benefit to look at technical topics from different angles in order to cover all system aspects, but discussions on the same use cases under the MDT SI and the SON WI is not very efficient, and doing this without explicit coordination is counterproductive.

In general we would appreciate to avoid a situation where for the same problem statement finally two or more independent solutions exist. It is recomended to take into account the existing features and those currently developed in Rel-9 , especially those within the SON area and even more so if UE impacting procedures are proposed. This approach was also acknowledged when setting up the study, as stated in the approved study item sheet as “the study should focus on new logging and reporting capabilities for measurements already available at the UE”, see [1] 

3
Conclusions

The proposed conclusion is to ensure that the study will take into account the existing and expected Release 9 features. This allows having meaningful conlusions when addressing the drive tests and trying to see the means for the reduction of the drive test.
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