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1. Introduction

The role of Intellectual Property in the standardization has been debated in various organizations including 3GPP. Just recently ETSI General Assembly meeting #46 has recognised this issue by setting up an ad hoc group on IPR. This group has very aggressive time schedule to make proposals for improvements in the next General Assembly meeting in March 2006. 
It is often the case, when some of the fundamentals of any framework are being discussed, that it might have impacts to the actual work plan also. Recognising the importance of the work plan of RAN and other related 3GPP work areas, the delays due to others than technology factors should be minimized.

We welcome the initiative of ETSI GA to make thorough analysis on this area, but at the same time we recognize that these discussions may take time not possible to determine at the moment. 

2. Work plan of 3GPP

As known 3GPP work is organized based on specification releases. Under the each release various items are progressed slightly different manner, depending on topic. Regarding current activities under TSG-RAN and –SA, two main areas are progressing:  Further development of the WCDMA evolution, and study of  the new radio and core network solutions for Long Term Evolution (LTE) and System Archicture Evolution (SAE).  For the case for UTRAN LTE it was considered that this SI is such an important and large topic, that special attention was put to get firm and transparent work plan where companies would know well in advance critical decisions points of the work. We think that current work plan has improved the focus of the work, and it has been easier to discuss various topics in each WG’s meetings. 
Referring to new initiative by ETSI GA on IPR, we would consider this being potentially beneficial both for WCDMA evolution and longer term evolution in UTRAN. As the work of the IPR ad hoc group is in its early phase, there should not be any dependencies to the 3GPP work plan at the moment due the following reasons:

- Market demand for new 3GPP based technologies is obvious even if the immediate needs of different operators may vary. This has always been the case in the standardization work and therefore the work plan should not be defined by the slowest common nominator. 
- The work plan of the 3GPP is currently competitive against any other standardization activity globally, and therefore it is important to maintain its credibility and also the competitiveness  of 3GPP as a standardization forum in future. 

- Currently work in UTRAN LTE is mainly technology evaluations and studies related to it without normative specifications. Work related to actual WI phase on UTRAN LTE will result normative specifications, and according current plans that phase of the work is projected to start by the mid 2006. Therefore we believe that there is no need to change current plans and schedule on UTRAN LTE, and studies should be carried out without delays. 
- Based on status of the ETSI GA IPR ad hoc in mid 2006, needed actions prior to WI phase may be taken. This is subject of review as more results of the IPR ad hoc are available.
We strongly encourage that  work plans in the 3GPP are kept and that the technology evaluation work is  carried out at full speed during this period. This will ensure that valuable time for technical discussions and decisions within SI are not endangered.  
3. Proposal 

Therefore we propose following as a way forward in 3GPP TSG RAN:

1. The work plans in RAN regarding UTRAN LTE and other areas are kept as they currently are. We also urge that the same decisions are endorsed in other TSG’s. 
2. The work of the ETSI GA’s IPR ad hoc group is only monitored by RAN
3. As work in TSG RAN on UTRAN LTE  is proceeding to normative specification phase, 3GPP should review the status of ETSI GA’s IPR work, and consider necessary action  

4. References:

ETSI GA Decision based in the ETSI/GA46(05)28, Terms of reference for the GA ad hoc group on IPR





