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1 Introduction
Over most of the last year, the RAN plenary and the WGs have been studying Long Term Evolution and System Architecture Evolution.  Significant progress has been made in defining the requirements and more decisions on the multiple access scheme and architecture are expected at this plenary.  This paper discusses the schedule and way forward of LTE and enhancements to WCDMA.

2 Discussions
The tight schedule of LTE and SAE  has come at the expense of a significant increase in the workload of 3GPP RAN WGs.  The challenging work plan for LTE/SAE can only increase this work for some time into the future. Recently few ad hocs on LTE were held and even more meetings are scheduled next year to progress the LTE work according to the work plan.

On the other hand, work on UMTS is still ongoing both in terms of corrective CRs and new WIs and enhancements, e.g. IMS Real time support, Gaming Call Set up delay enhancements, Continuous Connectivity,  MIMO, etc  With HSDPA being rolled out and work on E-DCH being finalised, further enhancements and optimisations in terms of increased capacity, reduction in latency can be expected as we gain more experience from the field and new applications like gaming takes off.

In this context, it is useful to have some guidance on the work split between UMTS and LTE/SAE activities.   While LTE/SAE is an essential and important step towards developing a competitive packet optimised system in the long run, the relevance of UMTS for the operators and the industry in the immediate future should not be overlooked. 

3 Recommendation

It is hence proposed that the 3GPP RAN consider the following guidance:

1. RAN WGs take a balanced approach in defining the work split between LTE/SAE and UMTS.  

2. RAN WGs ensure adequate time is devoted to the progress of UMTS WIs as well.  

3. The need for additional dedicated meetings or adhocs for LTE should be discussed and agreed in RAN.  This is required to review the work plan and evaluate the overall workload of the WGs and provide guidance on prioritisation of the work between LTE/SAE and UMTS enhancements.

