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	Reason for change:
	As it was found that companies had different interpretations on the current procedure for introducing release independent features, specified in the section 4 of the 38.307, it is necessary to provide further clarification. Second, the current rule for introducing the common UE RF requirements table seems complicated, it is proposed to apply simplified way from Rel-18.
Then, same approach shall be applied for 36.307 as well.
See discussion paper in R4-2401988.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Clarification on the procedure of introducing release independent. 
- When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release N, aligned with the release of the related WI

2. Clarification on the procedure of introducing the common UE requirements table
- The common requirement tables in annexes are also specified from release N.


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The procedure for introducing release independent features is not specified.
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[bookmark: _Toc155195021][bookmark: _Toc145069433][bookmark: _Toc138892411][bookmark: _Toc137236639][bookmark: _Toc130588551][bookmark: _Toc124184195][bookmark: _Toc124184125][bookmark: _Toc123216514][bookmark: _Toc122508442][bookmark: _Toc82890593][bookmark: _Toc45833859][bookmark: _Toc29761841][bookmark: _Toc21093293]3.3	Symbols
For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
N	Release in which a feature is introduced into TS 36.101 [2] or TS 36.133 [3] or TS 36.102 [6] 
M	Release from which onwards (including release M) a feature is release independent
<< Next changes >>
[bookmark: _Toc21093294][bookmark: _Toc29761842][bookmark: _Toc45833860][bookmark: _Toc82890594][bookmark: _Toc122508443][bookmark: _Toc123216515][bookmark: _Toc124184126][bookmark: _Toc124184196][bookmark: _Toc130588552][bookmark: _Toc137236640][bookmark: _Toc138892412][bookmark: _Toc145069434][bookmark: _Toc155195022]3A	Release independent features
[bookmark: _Toc21093295][bookmark: _Toc29761843][bookmark: _Toc45833861][bookmark: _Toc82890595][bookmark: _Toc122508444][bookmark: _Toc123216516][bookmark: _Toc124184127][bookmark: _Toc124184197][bookmark: _Toc130588553][bookmark: _Toc137236641][bookmark: _Toc138892413][bookmark: _Toc145069435][bookmark: _Toc155195023]3A.0	General
TSG-RAN has agreed for certain features (see the following clauses) to introduce them in a "release independent way".
This means for each feature:
-	it is "introduced" in a release N, i.e. TS 36.101 [2] and or TS 36.133 [3] or TS 36.102 [6] of release N define certain UE requirements for this feature; the feature is indicated in the tables of the following clauses;
-	it is "release independent" starting from a release M (M<N); M for the given feature is provided in the tables of the following clauses;
-	UEs supporting this feature have to fulfil additional requirements in release M or higher which are specified in one or more Annexes of TS 36.307 of release N; the applicable Annexes for a given feature are provided in the tables of the following clauses.
The applicable UE Categories are specified in TS 36.306 [4] according to the release to which the UE conforms.
When a new release independent feature is introduced, only the latest release of release independent specification shall be updated. The latest release of release independent specification refers to "release N", i.e. the release in which a feature is introduced into TS 36.101 [2-5] or TS 36.133 [3] or TS 36.102 [6]. And the common UE requirements tables are also specified from “release N” in the annexes, starting from annex B.
                 Editor’s note: When introducing new release independent features into this specification with non-category A CRs, the <Release> information on the CR cover page shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on it.
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