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1	Introduction
At RAN#101, RAN received an LS from ITU-R WP5D about the completion of draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT.FRAMEWORK FOR 2030 AND BEYOND]: Framework and overall objectives of the future development of IMT for 2030 and beyond [1], meanwhile officially released as M.2160 [4]. At RAN#102, the TSG Chairs presented high level considerations for the 6G timeline [2], but left open a number of 6G timeline decisions. This contribution addresses the remaining open RAN issues.
2	Discussion
2.1	6G Workshop
The first TSG-wide 6G workshop is expected to be in March 2025. According to [2], detailed information for the workshop is TBD. However, we believe it is essential that such a workshop addresses the following points as a starting point for the discussion:
2.1.1	Use cases and requirements
The 5G Workshop in Phoenix, AZ in 2015 rightly gave a chance to many customers and industry organizations to express their use cases and requirements. This included vertical organizations that had not been involved in a major way in 3GPP before. Thus, 3GPP has been able to provide better support to some of those verticals. However, some organizations have been more involved than others. A 6G Workshop will be an opportunity to deepen the understanding of the requirements of customers and industry organizations already involved in 3GPP, and in addition learn what other vertical industries would need 3GPP to work on to be useful to their businesses.
2.1.2	IMT-2030 overview
Although 3GPP will be following the work in ITU, an extensive overview of the requirements posed by IMT-2030 at the 6G Workshop will provide the necessary common understanding to start work on 6G in 3GPP.
2.1.3	SA1 overview
Since SA1 is planning to have a Stage 1 Workshop in 2024, they will have a headstart on the rest of the project in preparing the framework for 6G. The 3GPP community will benefit from SA1's preparation work and we expect SA1 to present their findings to the rest of 3GPP at the 6G Workshop.

Proposal 1: The 6G Workshop should start with presentations use cases and requirements from interested customers and industry organizations, an overview of IMT-2030 requirements and an overview of the status of SA1 work, to have a solid basis for further discussion


2.2	Rel-20 RAN requirements study
According to [2], an SA1 requirements SID is expected to be approved in September 2024, while a Rel-20 RAN plenary SID (e.g., radio requirements and KPIs) is expected to be approved TBD (to be decided at RAN#103).
Figure 3 in M.2160 [4] shows the anticipated perspective of the timelines for IMT-2030.
FIGURE 3
Anticipated perspective of the timelines for IMT-2030
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The ITU-R IMT-2030 "requirements" phase is expected to start in early to mid-2024. To be able to influence those requirements, it would be good to have a plenary-level activity in RAN in parallel to the ITU-R activity, similar to what RAN did for IMT-2020.

Proposal 2: Start a RAN plenary-level Study Item on IMT-2030 requirements in parallel with the ITU-R work on requirements (this would mean approving such an SI latest at RAN#104 in June, if the ITU-R schedule remains unchanged).

2.3	Rel-20 and Rel-21 timeline
According to [2], studies for 6G in 3GPP are expected to start from Release 20 and IMT-2030 submission and normative work for 6G in 3GPP is expected to start from Release 21, with IMT-2030 submission before 2030.
Based on past experience, we believe that the development of a stable proposal towards IMT-2030 will require two releases of roughly 18-months as well as coordination between RAN, SA and CT, providing a proposal for submission between late 2028 and early 2029, depending on whether ASN.1 needs to be finished before the submission to ITU-R:
-	A Study Item phase on IMT-2030 in Rel-20 (from late 2025 to mid- 2027)
-	A Work Item (normative) phase in Rel-21 (from early 2027 to late 2028 (without ASN.1) or early 2029 (with completed ASN.1))

Proposal 3: Plan for a 3GPP proposal for IMT-2030 (coordinated between RAN, SA and CT) between late 2028 and early 2029.

The following picture visualises the IMT-2030 timeplan from [3] with the earliest possible 3GPP timeplan (without ASN.1).
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3	Proposals
To allow 3GPP to make a submission to IMT-2030 and prepare for "6G", we have the following proposals:
Proposal 1: The 6G Workshop should start with presentations use cases and requirements from interested customers and industry organizations, an overview of IMT-2030 requirements and an overview of the status of SA1 work, to have a solid basis for further discussion
Proposal 2: Start a RAN plenary-level Study Item on IMT-2030 requirements in parallel with the ITU-R work on requirements (this would mean approving such an SI latest at RAN#104 in June, if the ITU-R schedule remains unchanged).
Proposal 3: Plan for a 3GPP proposal for IMT-2030 (coordinated between RAN, SA and CT) between late 2028 and early 2029.
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