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	Reason for change:
	As it was found that companies had different interpretations on the current procedure for introducing release independent features, specified in the section 4 of the 38.307, it is necessary to provide further clarification. Second, the current rule for introducing the common UE RF requirements table seems complicated, it is proposed to apply simplified way from Rel-18.
See discussion paper in R4-2401988.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Further clarification the procedure of introducing release independent while the previous agreed principle is kept. 
- The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release N, aligned with the release of the related WI

2. Simplification on the procedure of introducing the common UE RF requirements table
- The common requirement tables in annexes are also specified from release N.
Same approach is applied to all the features, including RF, RRM and demodulation.
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	The .procedure for introducing release independent features might be confusing and not optimized.
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For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
N	Release in which a feature is introduced into TS 38.101 [2-5], 8] or TS 38.133 [6]
M	Release from which onwards (including release M) a feature is release independent
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TSG-RAN has agreed for certain features (see the following clauses) to introduce them in a "release independent way".
This means for each feature:
-	it is "introduced" in a release N, i.e. TS 38.101 [2-5, 8] and or TS 38.133 [6] of release N define certain UE requirements for this feature; the feature is indicated in the tables of the following clauses;
-	it is "release independent" starting from a release M (M<N); M for the given feature is provided in the tables of the following clauses;
-	UEs supporting this feature have to fulfil additional requirements in release M or higher which are specified in one or more Annexes of TS 38.307 of release N; the applicable Annexes for a given feature are provided in the tables of the following clauses.
The applicable UE Categories are specified in TS 38.306 [7] according to the release to which the UE conforms.
In the table of release independent features in subsequent clauses, "FDD, TDD" refers to CA or EN-DC configuration composed by only FDD bands or only TDD bands, respectively. "FDD and TDD" refers to CA or EN-DC configuration including both FDD and TDD bands. "SDL and FDD, SDL and TDD" refers to CA configuration including both SDL and FDD bands or both SDL and TDD bands, respectively.  "TDD and SUL" refers to SUL configuration including both TDD and SUL bands. "FDD and TDD and SUL" refers to EN-DC configuration including both FDD, TDD and SUL bands. Unless stated otherwise, the release independent for the band combinations are from Rel-15. Configurations with BCSs other than BCS5 are release independent from Rel-15, where the BCSs for configurations are defined in TS 38.101-1 [2] and/or TS 38.101-3 [4]. Configurations with BCS5 are release independent from Rel-17, and BCS5 with signalling is allowed for early implementation from Rel-15. Note that BCS4/BCS5 is not applicable to intra-band EN-DC configurations.
When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.
When a new release independent feature is introduced, only the latest release of release independent specification shall be updated. The latest release of release independent specification refers to "release N", i.e. the release in which a feature is introduced into TS 38.101 [2-5, 8] or TS 38.133 [6]. And the common UE requirements tables are also specified from “release N” in the annexes, starting from annex B.
                 Editor’s note: When introducing new release independent features into this specification with non-category A CRs, the <Release> information on the CR cover page shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on it.
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