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9.1.1.1
3GPP™ Work Item Description

Information on Work Items can be found at http://www.3gpp.org/Work-Items 
See also the 3GPP Working Procedures, article 39 and the TSG Working Methods in 3GPP TR 21.900
Title: New WID on Artificial Intelligence (AI)/Machine Learning (ML)     for NR Air Interface


Acronym: NR_AIML_Air


Unique identifier:


NOTE:
For new WIs/SIs leave the Unique identifier empty and make a proposal for an Acronym.


For a revised WI/SI: Take Unique identifier and acronym as shown in 3GPP workplan.


If this is a RAN WID including Core and Perf. part, then Title, Acronym and Unique identifier refer to the feature WI.


Please tick (X) the applicable box(es) in the table below:

Either:
	This WID includes a Core part
	X

	This WID includes a Performance part
	X



or:
	This WID includes a Testing part
	

	and it addresses the following 3GPP work area:
	Radio Access
	

	
	Core Network
	

	
	Services
	


Potential target Release:
Rel-19
{Replace XX by the intended Release, e.g. Rel-19. Note that this field indicates the proposed Release at the time of submission of the WID to TSG approval. It can later be changed without a need to revise the WID. The updated target Release is indicated in the Work Plan}
NOTE: In case of contradiction with the target dates of clause 5, clause 5 determines the target release.
1
Impacts

{For Normative work, identify the anticipated impacts. For a Study, identify the scope of the study}
	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others (specify)

	Yes
	
	X
	X
	
	

	No
	X
	
	
	
	

	Don't know
	
	
	
	X
	


2
Classification of the Work Item and linked work items

2.1
Primary classification
{The full structure of all existing Work Items is shown in the 3GPP Work Plan in https://ftp.3gpp.org/Information/WORK_PLAN}

This description is either a … 
	
	Study Item


or a
	Normative Work Item:

tick applicable boxes below

	
	Stage 1

	X
	Stage 2

	X
	Stage 3

	
	Other (e.g. testing)


2.2
Parent Work Item
For a brand-new topic, use “N/A” in the table below. Otherwise indicate the parent Work Item.
	Parent Work / Study Items 

	Acronym
	Working Group
	Unique ID
	Title (as in 3GPP Work Plan)

	FS_NR_AIML_Air
	RAN1
	940084
	Study on Artificial Intelligence (AI)/Machine Learning (ML) for NR Air Interface


NOTE:
RAN agreed some time ago, that it describes the feature WI + Core/Perf. part WI or Testing part WI in one 
WID. Therefore the table above should include the feature WI data (In case the feature covers Core and Perf. 
part, please list under Working Group the leading WG of the Core part).
2.3
Other related Work Items and dependencies
{List here other Work Items which relate to the proposed one, such as a Work Item in an earlier Release if further enhancing the feature from the previous Release)}
	Other related Work/Study Items (if any)

	Acronym
	Unique ID
	Title
	Nature of relationship

	
	
	
	{optional free text} 


NOTE:
Also related or dependent WIs/SIs in other TSGs shall be indicated here.

Dependency on non-3GPP (draft) specification: 
{This section is to be typically used to identify the IETF dependencies. Delete the header "Dependency on non-3GPP (draft) specification:" if no such dependency.}

3
Justification

The application of AI/ML techniques to NR air interface has been studied in FS_NR_AIML_Air.

In this work item, we provide the normative support for the general framework for AI/ML for air interface, as well as, enable the recommended use cases in the preceding study. In addition, a number of study objectives in this project will tackle some outstanding issues identified during the study in an attempt to deepen the understanding in view of future normative work. 

4
Objective

4.1
Objective of SI or Core part WI or Testing part WI
Provide specification support for the following aspects:

· AI/ML general framework for one-sided AI/ML models within the realm of what has been studied in the FS_NR_AIML_Air project [RAN2]:
· Signalling and protocol aspects of Life Cycle Management (LCM) enabling functionality and model (if justified) selection, activation, deactivation, switching, fallback

· Identification related signalling is part of the above objective 

· Necessary signalling/mechanism(s) for LCM to facilitate model training, inference, performance monitoring, data collection (except for the purpose of CN/OAM/OTT collection of UE-sided model training data) for both UE-sided and NW-sided models
· Signalling mechanism of applicable functionalities/models

· Beam management - DL Tx beam prediction for both UE-sided model and NW-sided model, encompassing [RAN1/RAN2]:
· Spatial-domain DL Tx beam prediction for Set A of beams based on measurement results of Set B of beams (“BM-Case1”)

· Temporal DL Tx beam prediction for Set A of beams based on the historic measurement results of Set B of beams (“BM-Case2”)

· Specify necessary signalling/mechanism(s) to facilitate LCM operations specific to the Beam Management use cases, if any
· Enabling method(s) to ensure consistency between training and inference regarding NW-side additional conditions (if identified) for inference at UE 

NOTE: Strive for common framework design to support both BM-Case1 and BM-Case2
· Positioning accuracy enhancements, encompassing [RAN1/RAN2/RAN3]:

· Direct AI/ML positioning:

· Case 1: UE-based positioning with UE-side model, direct AI/ML positioning
· Case 2b: UE-assisted/LMF-based positioning with LMF-side model, direct AI/ML positioning
· Case 3b: NG-RAN node assisted positioning with LMF-side model, direct AI/ML positioning
· AI/ML assisted positioning 

 

· Case 1: UE-based positioning with UE-side model, AI/ML assisted positioning
· Case 2a: UE-assisted/LMF-based positioning with UE-side model, AI/ML assisted positioning


· Case 3a: NG-RAN node assisted positioning with gNB-side model, AI/ML assisted positioning
· Specify necessary measurements, signalling/mechanism(s) to facilitate LCM operations specific to the Positioning accuracy enhancements use cases, if any

· Investigate and specify the necessary signalling of necessary measurement enhancements (if any)

· Enabling method(s) to ensure consistency between training and inference regarding NW-side additional conditions (if identified) for inference at UE for relevant positioning sub use cases
· Core requirements for the above two use cases for AI/ML LCM procedures and UE features [RAN4]:
· Specify necessary RAN4 core requirements for the above two use cases.

· Specify necessary RAN4 core requirements for LCM procedures including model inference and performance monitoring.
Study objectives with corresponding checkpoints in RAN#105 (Sept ’24):

· CSI feedback enhancement [RAN1]: 
· For CSI compression (two-sided model), further study ways to:

· Improve trade-off between performance and complexity/overhead
· e.g., considering extending the spatial/frequency compression to spatial/temporal/frequency compression, cell/site specific models, CSI compression plus prediction (compared to Rel-18 non-AI/ML based approach), etc.
· Alleviate/resolve issues related to inter-vendor training collaboration.
while addressing other aspects requiring further study/conclusion as captured in the conclusions section of the TR 38.843. 
· For CSI prediction (one-sided model), further study performance gain over Rel-18 non-AI/ML based approach and associated complexity, while addressing other aspects requiring further study/conclusion as captured in the conclusions section of the TR 38.843 (e.g., cell/site specific model could be considered to improve performance gain). 
· Necessity and details of model Identification concept and procedure in the context of LCM [RAN2/RAN1] 
· CN/OAM/OTT collection of UE-sided model training data [RAN2/RAN1]: 

· For the FS_NR_AIML_Air study use cases, identify the corresponding contents of UE data collection

· Analyse the UE data collection mechanisms identified during the FS_NR_AIML_Air (TR 38.843 section 7.2.1.3.2) study along with the implications and limitations of each of the methods 
· Model transfer/delivery [RAN2/RAN1]: 

· Determine whether there is a need to consider standardised solutions for transferring/delivering AI/ML model(s) considering at least the solutions identified during the FS_NR_AIML_Air study 

· Testability and interoperability [RAN4]: 

· Finalize the testing framework and procedure for one-sided models and further analyse the various testing options for two-sided models, in collaboration with RAN1, and including at least: 
· Relation to legacy requirements
· Performance monitoring and LCM aspects considering use-case specifics

· Generalization aspects 
· Static/non-static scenarios/conditions and propagation conditions for testing (e.g., CDL, field data, etc.)
· UE processing capability and limitations

· Post-deployment validation due to model change/drift
· RAN5 aspects related to testability and interoperability to be addressed on a request basis
NOTE: offline training is assumed for the purpose of this project. 
NOTE: the outcome of the study objectives should be captured in TR 38.843 for future reference. 

NOTE: Coordination with SA/SA WGs of the ongoing study/work as it may relate to their required work. 
4.2
Objective of Performance part WI
NOTE:
Leave empty if the WI proposal does not contain a RAN performance part.

· For Beam Management and Positioning Accuracy enhancement use cases, specify performance requirements and test cases for AI/ML LCM procedures (including performance monitoring) and UE features enabled by UE-sided models
· Specify necessary performance requirements and tests (including metrics) for the above-mentioned use cases
· Specify necessary test cases and performance requirements for LCM procedure, including performance monitoring.
4.3
RAN time budget request (not applicable to RAN5 WIs/SIs)
NOTE:
For all new RAN related WIs/SIs which are not led by RAN WG5 the WI/SI rapporteur has to fill out the attached Excel table to request time budgets for corresponding RAN WG meetings.
The Excel table has to be filled out for all affected RAN WGs and up to the target date of the WI/SI.
One time unit (TU) corresponds to ~ 2 hours in the meeting.
If no TU is needed, then leave the field empty otherwise enter a number >0 in the field.


For revisions of already approved WI/SI descriptions: Please remove the Excel table from the WID/SID's zip file. The time budgets are already recorded. If you want to modify them, then this has to be done via the status report and not via a revised WID/SID.


If this WID is covering Core and Performance part, then please fill out one line for each part in the attached Excel table.

additional comments to the time budget request in the attached Excel table:

5
Expected Output and Time scale
	New specifications {One line per specification. Create/delete lines as needed}

	Type 
	TS/TR number
	Title
	For info 
at TSG# 
	For approval at TSG#
	Remarks

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Impacted existing TS/TR {One line per specification. Create/delete lines as needed}

	TS/TR No.
	Description of change 
	Target completion plenary#
	Remarks

	38.843
	Updates from study objectives of this WID
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.300
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.211
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.213
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.214
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.331
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.133
	
	TSG#109
	Core part

	38.133
	
	TSG#111
	Perf. part


NOTE:
If this is a RAN WI including Core and Perf. part, then all new Core part specs have to be listed first and then all new Perf. part specs. Indicate "Core part" or "Perf. part" under Remarks for each spec.
If an existing spec is affected by both (Core part and Perf. part), then it has to be listed twice with appropriate approval dates.

6
Work item Rapporteur(s)

XXX
7
Work item leadership

Primary: RAN1
Secondary: RAN2, RAN4, RAN3
8
Aspects that involve other WGs

NOTE: Coordination with SA/SA WGs of the ongoing study/work as it may relate to their required work.
9
Supporting Individual Members

	Supporting IM name
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