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1. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]In the pervious RAN meeting, there were some initial discussions on 6G planning, which is triggered by the LS in [1]. It was concluded that the LS answer will be sent from RAN #102. In this contribution, we present our initial considerations on 6G planning. 
2. Discussions
Basically, RAN is in the process of approving the work package for the 2nd 5G-A release, i.e., Release-19. Therefore, the detailed plan for Release 20 and Release 21 may be discussed in a later phase. At this stage, RAN may initiate some high level plan accordingly. The following aspects are included:
· Mapping between 3GPP Release and 6G
· Plan for initiation of 6G study in RAN

Mapping between 3GPP Release and 6G
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, we believe 6G as an important milestone of the 3GPP standardization deserves a thorough study, including both requirements and technologies. We therefore think RAN Release 20 should be dedicated to study for 6G new technologies. Note it does not imply Release 20 precludes continuous evolution based on 5G-A technologies. And, the normative work is suggested to start from Release 21. The exact RAN time frames for Release 20 and Release 21 should be further discussed, for which cross TSG coordinations are apparently required. 

Proposal 1	3GPP RAN dedicates Release 20 as study phase for 6G new requirements and technologies, and Release 21 is the first release that includes normative work for 6G. 

Plan for initiation of 6G study in RAN
Based on the timeline endorsed in [2], RAN1 will complete its Release 19 work at June 2025, and the Release 19 standardization frozen is targeted December 2025. 
It is therefore possible to assume that the RAN (WGs) level 6G technology study starts no earlier than June 2025. Considering this, we think the RAN (WGs) level technology study for 6G can be initiated from June or September 2025. The exact time plan depends on multiple factors, including coordination with the other TSGs, as well as the progress of Release 19 work at that time.  
Furthermore, in order to better understand the 6G requirements and better prepare overall scope for RAN study, it is meaningful to have a 6G workshop in advance, e.g., at March 2025. It is also possible to study 6G requirements at the RAN level considering ITU-R progress before the previously mentioned RAN 6G workshop. 

Proposal 2	The following initial time plan is suggested: 
a) the 6G RAN workshop is planned at March 2025, to better understand 6G requirements and prepare for the 6G RAN technology study on the overall scope for the next generation radio interface, and 
b) RAN further discuss whether to initiate the 6G requirement RAN SI before the 6G workshop (e.g. Dec. 2024).

3. Conclusion
[bookmark: OLE_LINK58][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK47][bookmark: OLE_LINK48] This contribution initially discusses the 6G planning. The following are proposed. 
Proposal 1	3GPP RAN dedicates Release 20 as study phase for 6G new requirements and technologies, and Release 21 is the first release that includes normative work for 6G. 
Proposal 2	The following initial time plan is suggested: 
a) the 6G RAN workshop is planned at March 2025, to better understand 6G requirements and prepare for the 6G RAN technology study on the overall scope for the next generation radio interface, and 
b) RAN further discuss whether to initiate the 6G requirement RAN SI before the 6G workshop (e.g. Dec. 2024).
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