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1	Introduction
At the Rel-19 RAN Workshop in June, potential topics in Rel-19 as the second release of 5G-Advanced in 3GPP was discussed. NR SL Relay Enhancements is considered as one of the additional RAN2-led candidate topics [1].
Rel-19 work will primarily focus on investing in 5G-Advanced commercial deployments to further improve performance and address critical needs, while it should also serve as a bridge to 6G. In this paper, we provide our view on objectives for Rel. 19 work in NR SL relay enhancements serving the mentioned focus.
2	Discussion
2.1	Motivation
The main motivation for 3GPP work on sidelink relay enhancement in Rel. 18 was to provide enhancements and solutions necessary to support the UE-to-network Relay and UE-to-UE Relay coverage extension, considering wider range of use cases including V2X, Public Safety, and commercial applications and services.
To serve the mentioned key purpose, in Release 18 service continuity was enhanced for UE-to-NW relay to cover wider mobility scenarios, UE-to-UE relay was introduced for the sidelink coverage extension without relying on the use of uplink and downlink, and multi-path relay was introduced to improve reliability/robustness as well as throughput. 
However, multi-path Relay is limited to one direct path and one indirect path via UE-to-NW relay. It does not consider two indirect paths via UE-to-NW relay and is not supported in UE-to-UE relay case. Furthermore, the support is limited to intra-gNB cases which makes it less useful for high mobility scenarios.
Considering Release 19 sidelink relay work should be limited to completion and commercialising already introduced features rather than adding further enhanced features, it should focus on removing the limitations in muti-path relay.
2.2	Potential objectives
The proposed objectives of the Work Item will be:
i. Study and specify mechanisms for Multipath relay extension:
· Multipath L2 U2N relay with one direct path and one or more indirect path with same or different gNB,
· Multipath L2 U2N relay with two or more indirect paths (for L2 relay) with same or different gNB,
· Multipath U2U relay communication with one direct PC5 path and one or more U2U indirect paths.
· Multipath  U2U relay communication with two or more indirect paths,
It is expected that this study item will be led by RAN2, coordinating with RAN3 and SA2.

[bookmark: _Hlk527071819]3	Conclusions
In this contribution, we discussed the motivation necessary enhancement of multi-path relay in Rel-19 and provided potential objective.  The following is proposed:
Proposal:	Agree to include a RAN2-lead WID on enhancement of NR SL multi-path relay in Rel-19.
References
1. RWS-230488, Chair’s summary of Rel-19 Workshop, 3GPP RAN Release 18 WS



