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Abstract of document:

This technical report contains the outcome of the SI Study on simplification of band combination specification for NR and LTE (FS_SimBC, UID 950067). It handles the simplification of band combination and rule collection for RAN4 specifications in the stage of Rel-18. The purpose is that after the completion of the study item, the working procedure to specify the band combinations will be refined and the quality of specifications will be improved. A set of new guidance on band combination handling, rule collections and band combination optimization for RAN4 specifications will be approved. The feasibility to reduce the test burden of band combinations will be handled. It is suggested that the rules related to the band combinations should be applied to the latest RAN4 specifications after the completion of the SI.

In RAN4#107 meeting, the TR 38.846 v050 was agreed in R4-2307981 to capture the latest agreements on simplification of band combination specification for NR and LTE. Some leftover issues have been identified for further study.
In this paper, the TR 38.846 v1.0.0 (attached) is submitted to TSG RAN for information.
Changes since last presentation to TSG RAN:

The document is presented for the first time to TSG RAN.
Outstanding Issues:

Investigate the relationship between the Rel-17 TR 38.862 and Rel-18 TR 38.846:

· Handle the common rules or guidelines captured in TR 38.862 which are also applicable to TR 38.846.

The SI is expected to be completed in September 2023.
Contentious Issues:

None.
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