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NR NTN bands n256 and n255 were introduced in Rel-17 TS 38.101-5. TS 38.307 is listed as one of the impacted existing TSs/TRs in the WID of solutions for NR to support non-terrestrial networks (NTN) [1] which is to introduce NR NTN bands in a release-independent manner.
In RAN4#107 meeting, the CR on TS 38.307 was submitted to introduce Rel-17 NR NTN bands in Rel-17 TS 38.807 as the release-independent requirements [2]. However, no consensus was reached regarding whether to create a new specification or reuse TS 38.307 for NR NTN release-independent requirements and whether to make the changes from Rel-17 or Rel-18 specification. It was suggested by companies to further discuss these two issues in RAN plenary meeting. 
In this paper, we provide our views on implementing NR NTN in release-independent manner.
Discussion
Create a new specification or reuse TS 38.307 
TS 38.307 specifies requirements for NR UEs supporting release-independent features such as additional NR operating bands and power classes on top of TS 38.101-1/2/3/4 and TS 38.133. For NR NTN, the UE RF and demodulation requirements are specified in TS 38.101-5, and RRM requirements are specified in TS 38.133. For TS 38.101-5, the skeleton is almost the same as TS 38.101-1 and many clauses are referring to TS 38.101-1 directly. In addition, release independence requirements for IoT NTN have already been specified in TS 36.307 [3-4]. Therefore, it is straightforward to specify the requirements of release-independent features for NR NTN UEs supporting in TS 38.307.
Propose 1: Specify the requirements on NR NTN UEs supporting release-independent features in TS 38.307.
Whether/how to introduce Rel-17 NTN bands release independence from Rel-17
NR NTN bands n256 and n255 were specified in Rel-17 TS 38.101-5. NR NTN operating bands, UE power class and UE channel bandwidth should be release-independent from Rel-17 per [1]. As specified in TS 38.307, the following rule is regarding how to implement TS 38.307 when a new feature is introduced in the latest release of release independent.
	“When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.”



It should be noted that the current Rel-15 TS 38.307 also includes the NR bands, UE power class and UE channel bandwidth specified in Rel-15 which is in line with the rule above.
However, it seems companies have a different understanding of whether it is needed to update Rel-17 TS 38.307 to capture Rel-17 NTN bands. It says there is no need to capture Rel-17 NR NTN bands in Rel-17 TS 38.307, and for the NTN bands, UE power class, and UE channel bandwidth, etc., specified from Rel-18, the corresponding TS 38.307 needs to be updated.
Therefore, there are two options regarding whether/how to introduce Rel-17 NTN bands as release independence from Rel-17:
· Option 1: Update Rel-17 TS 38.307 to include Rel-17 NR NTN bands, power class and UE channel bandwidth. The common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from Rel-18 TS 38.307.
· Option 2: Not to change Rel-17 TS 38.307. The UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 for NR NTN is specified from Rel-18 TS 38.307 to capture the NTN bands, power class, and UE channel bandwidth specified from Rel-18. Meanwhile, remove Rel-15 NR features in the current Rel-15 TS 38.307 to avoid misalignment for different TN and NTN features.
From our perspective, option 1 is preferred which is following the current rule of writing TS 38.307.
Proposal 2: RAN plenary to decide whether/how to introduce Rel-17 NTN bands, Power Class, and UE channel bandwidth in TS 38.307 as release independence from Rel-17 based on the above two options.
Proposal 3: Option 1, i.e., update Rel-17 TS 38.307 to include Rel-17 NR NTN bands, power class, and UE channel bandwidth. The common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from Rel-18 TS 38.307 is preferred which follows the current rule of writing TS 38.307.
Conclusion
Propose 1: Specify the requirements on NR NTN UEs supporting release-independent features in TS 38.307.
Proposal 2: RAN plenary to decide whether/how to introduce Rel-17 NTN bands, Power Class, and UE channel bandwidth in TS 38.307 as release independence from Rel-17 based on the above two options.
Proposal 3: Option 1, i.e., update Rel-17 TS 38.307 to include Rel-17 NR NTN bands, power class, and UE channel bandwidth. The common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from Rel-18 TS 38.307 is preferred which follows the current rule of writing TS 38.307.
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