DSCH power control improvement in soft handover.

DSCH (Downlink Shared Channel) has always been part of the UTRA/FDD specification. Typically the transmit power for DSCH can be set depending on the transmit power of the associated downlink Dedicated Physical Channel (DPCH).

The work of adopting this method and improve the DSCH power control in case of a UE in soft handover, i.e. when the associated downlink DPCH is transmitted from more than one cell, have been completed by 3GPP RAN and is described more in detail in [1].

The method uses the uplink signaling, already existing for SSDT (Site Selection Diversity Transmission), to better estimate the required DSCH transmit power. The method does not imply any UE hardware changes, compared to the current release of the specifications.

[1] also describes some other methods that may further enhance DSCH power control in soft handover. These methods can be considered for future releases. 

[1] “DSCH power control improvements in soft handover”, TR 25.841

