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Introduction


3GPP members thank ITU-R TG8/1 for their interest in our work related to the IMT2000 specifications, and especially the interest in 3GPP’s view on the harmonization and convergence activities. 


This liaison describes our views on the required timescales for development and agreement of the Key Characteristics and Detailed Specifications for the IMT2000 Radio Interfaces.





External Drivers


With the explosive growth of Internet usage and information services witnessed today, the demand for multimedia services in the mobile environment is expected to increase rapidly in the next century. Many countries are already planning deployment of IMT-2000 networks to bring mobile multimedia services into existence from around the year 2000, subject to market requirements.





Given the trend towards social and economic globalisation, the need is to establish a world-wide mobile communications platform based on solutions within ITU-T and ITU-R, supported by its consensus building activities on the various Radio Transmission Technology (RTT) proposals submitted to the ITU in 1998.





Required Timescales


3GPP believes it is vitally important that the ITU recommendation be published in line with the current schedule, i.e. March 1999- Key Charactersistics of the IMT-2000 Radio Interface(s); November 1999 - Completed detailed radio related specifications; and is conducting its work on this basis in order to support the ITU schedule.





3GPP members welcome the opportunity to collaborate with ITU-R Task Group 8/1 and encourage contributions which will help in meeting these ambitious timescales.
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