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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 would like to inform SA2 and SA4 that its current assumption on the QoS attribute relevant to the MBMS traffic class in GERAN is that the MBMS services will re-use the Streaming traffic class for both MBMS Download & Play and MBMS Streaming service types. The assumption is based on the need to achieve at radio level a sort of loose synchronisation of the MBMS content delivered across the cells belonging to the same MBMS service area and relies on the statement reported in 3GPP TS 23.246, i.e. “MBMS user services that would normally use MBMS bearer services of background class may however need to use a streaming class MBMS bearer service”. Regarding the other QoS attributes for MBMS services, the common understanding inside GERAN2 is that the ones related to the UMTS bearer service are applicable to the MBMS bearer services in GERAN, with the limitations reported in 3GPP TS 23.246 for the SDU error ratio and the maximum bit rate.
GERAN2 assumes that no further requirements for packet transfer delay and/or guaranteed bit rate apply with respect to the already existing ones for the point-to-point bearer services. 
2. Actions:

To SA2 & SA4
ACTION:
GERAN2 kindly requests SA2 and SA4 to confirm whether the GERAN2 assumptions on the QoS requirements for MBMS services in GERAN are correct and complete or whether different and/or further QoS requirements need to be considered and, if so, to inform GERAN2 about them. In particular, if the Background traffic class were required to be supported for the MBMS Download & Play service type, GERAN2 would like to ask SA2 and SA4 whether synchronisation requirements are specified in such a case.
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