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Container Handling during PS Handover 

One of the Sections of the Stage 2 is on the “Container handling”. This paper describes the handling of the containers in GERAN A/Gb mode PS handover. 

1. Container Types in PS hAndover  

Similar to UTRAN/GERAN Iu mode there are two types of containers to be used during PS handover in GERAN A/Gb mode:

· SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS Container

· TargetBSS-to-SourceBSS Container 

SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS Container will carry the information to be transported transparently between the Source BSS and Target BSS related to PS handover. 

TargetBSS-to-SourceBSS Container will carry the information to be transported transparently between the Target BSS and Source BSS related to PS handover.

2. Container Handling 

The containers handling by the network nodes involved in the PS handover procedure is depicted in the Figure below:
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Figure 1. Container Handling

The SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS Container is:

· Created by the Source BSS when necessary. 

· For the PS handover of shared channels there is no need to send a SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS container to the target cell. 

· The SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS container is useful for the dedicated channels only, when the Target BSS will make use of the same channel configuration of the dedicated channels and FLO and avoid signaling on the air interface in the target cell for setting up certain parameters
· Processed by the target BSS

· Forwarded transparently by the SGSNs
The TargetBSS-to-SourceBSS Cell Container is:

· Created by the Target BSS 

· Processed by the Source BSS

· Forwarded transparently by the SGSNs

3. Conclusions

This contribution describes the containers handling in GERAN A/Gb mode PS handover. It is suggested that the containers are transparent to the CN and that they are handled in the same way as the transparent containers in the relocation procedures defined in [TS 23.060], [TS25.413].
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SGSN forwards SourceBSS-to-TargetBSS  container transparently to Target BSS.
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