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Reason for change:
(

Packet Uplink Dummy Control Blocks are sent by mobile stations when they are assigned a USF by the network but there is no pending RLC/MAC data or control block to be sent. It has been noticed that in some particular configurations (MS connected to a laptop for instance), some Mobile Stations are not ready to send RLC/MAC blocks as soon as they are ready to decode USFs. Indeed, it take some time to notify the higher layers of the TBF set-up and then for the higher layers to provide RLC/MAC with some uplink data to send. Until then, some Packet Uplink Dummy Control Blocks are sent in the first assigned radio blocks.

It can be particularly useful for a network to know asap the MS Radio Access Capabilities of the Mobile Station. It is then proposed that Mobile Stations include those Radio Access Capabilities in the Packet Uplink Dummy Control Blocks. It can also be useful to maintain knowledge of the MS RAC during extended uplink TBF mode.
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The syntax of the Packet Uplink Dummy Control Block is enriched with the MS Radio Access Capabilities.
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The network cannot take the opportunity of those dummy blocks to know in advance of receiving downlink data the MS Radio Access Capabilities.
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11.2.8b
Packet Uplink Dummy Control Block

This message is sent on the PACCH from the mobile station to the network when the mobile station has no other block to transmit.

Message type:
PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK

Direction:
mobile station to network

Table 11.2.8b.1: Packet UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK information elements

< Packet Uplink Dummy Control Block message content > ::=


< TLLI : bit (32) >


{ null
 | 0 
bit **
= < no string >

-- Receiver compatible with earlier releases



 | 1 


-- Additions in release 5 :



< MS Radio Access Capability : < MS Radio Access Capability IE > >


< padding bits > } ;

Table 11.2.8b.2: Packet UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK information element details

TLLI (32 bit field)
This field contains the TLLI of the mobile station. This field is encoded as defined in subclause 12.16.

MS Radio Access Capability
This information element is coded as defined by the MS RA capability value part defined in the MS Radio Access Capability IE defined in 3GPP TS 44.018. This information element is sent only during two phase access. When this information element is sent, all spare bits shall be suppressed by the transmitter. An EGPRS capable mobile station shall provide its EGPRS capability in the MS Radio Access Capability.
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