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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG2 has received the request from TSG CN (document NP‑010534) to confirm the intended use of the proposed new release marker in the MS Classmark 3 and MS Radio Access Capability IEs (document GP‑011447/N1‑011068). The intention of TSG GERAN WG2 when requesting the introduction of this new release marker was indeed to allow a Mobile Station indicating to the GERAN the supported version of protocols that it is compliant to.

The version of protocols would correspond to the version of the 3GPP specifications that the mobile station is compliant to. A specification version typically corresponds to the previous version enriched by a set of new features, some being optional, others mandatory for the mobile station to support. The optional feature support is indicated in the MS Classmark 1, 2, 3, MS Network Capability and MS Radio Access Capability IEs. The mandatory feature support can be derived from specific fields today. The intended use of the new release marker would be to indicate consistently and explicitly the capability of the mobile station to support mandatory features that have been defined for the mobile station in a certain release of the specification, including the protocol extensions associated with those features.

Today’s tools available for a GSM/GPRS BSS to derive mandatory features support in an MS typically allow the following:

· an MS indicating it is “GSM phase 1” in the “Revision Level” field in its MS classmark 1 and 2 IEs implies that the MS only supports the GSM phase 1 error handling rules;

· an MS indicating it is “GSM phase 2” in the “Revision Level” field in its MS classmark 1 and 2 IEs implies that the MS supports the GSM phase 2 error handling rules;

· an MS indicating its “(GPRS) multislot class” in the MS classmark 3 and MS Radio Access Capability IEs provides both its multislot capabilities for GPRS but also implicitly indicates support for all R97 protocols required for supporting GPRS service (TBF establishment, PBCCH decoding, etc)

· an MS indicating it is “R99 or onwards” in its “Revision Level” field in MS Classmark 1 and 2 IEs as well as in its “Revision Level Indicator” fields in MS Classmark 3 and MS Radio Access Capability IEs indicates to the BSS that the MS supports the 2-bit duplication avoidance mechanism, as well as blind handover and enhanced measurement reporting, which are all mandatory features in R99 specification of the 3GPP standard.

Along those lines, TSG GERAN WG2 would like to be able to indicate support for mandatory features that have been specified in REL‑4, namely the extended uplink TBF, the PACKET PSI STATUS (optional in R97, R98 and R99), the PACKET SI STATUS and the network assisted cell change procedures.

In the TSG GERAN WG2 opinion, the release marker should not be restricted to the RR sub-layer of the radio interface. It should be valid also for the mandatory features that might be defined in the upper protocol sub-layers (i.e., those managed by the core network) in that release of the specification.

It is noted that TSG GERAN WG2 and TSG CN seem to have different understandings of the intended use (by the BSS) and the appropriateness for this kind of release markers in the protocol. It is therefore suggested that TSG CN WG1 and TSG GERAN WG2 take the opportunity to bring this issue on the agenda for a possible joint session during the coming working group meetings in Cancun, Mexico, 26 – 30 November 2001. Being a REL‑4 issue, it is urgent to find a common agreement about the arrangement of the mobile station capability indications.

2. Actions:

TSG CN WG1 is kindly asked to consider a joint session with TSG GERAN WG2 where this issue can be brought on the agenda.

3. Date of Next GERAN and GERAN WG2 Meeting:
GERAN#7


26 – 30 November 2001

Cancun, Mexico.

GERAN WG2 #7
27 – 29 November 2001

Cancun, Mexico.

4. Attachments:

-
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