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1 Introduction

This document presents the agreement by the supporting companies regarding the way forward on the specification of the RLC/MAC protocol for Iu mode. This document is the outcome of the discussions in the opening plenary of TSG GERAN #8 meeting, together with offline and evening sessions.

2 Agreements

2.1 Principles

The supporting companies agree on the following:

· The RLC/MAC protocol will be defined in two specifications

· 44.060 will remain as an A/Gb-centric specification, but with some Iu-related information

· A new specification (say 44.160) will be created and it will only contain part of the Iu mode RLC/MAC specification

· Common text that applies in both modes will be kept in 44.060, in some cases indicating its applicability also for the Iu modes and/or states; references to this common text in 44.060 will be added in 44.160.

· All messages and/or Information Elements will be defined in 44.060.

· The initial structure of 44.160 will be based on 44.060.

2.2 Schedule

In addition companies agree that 44.160 shall be developed for Release 5 with the following schedule:

Week
Dates
Meeting
44.160
44.060




Ver
Comments
Ver
Comments

6
4–8 Feb
GERAN#8

· Agreement on the basic principles for the split between 44.060 and 44.160
4.5.0 / 5.0.0


9
26–28 Feb
Drafting session
0.1.0
· Agreement on the structure of 44.160

· Inclusion of the agreed content of "basic CRs"

· Review of the stage 3 CRs related to stable concepts

· Review remaining concepts and create stage 3 CRs

· Inclusion of the agreed content of "basic CRs"



11
11–15 Mar
GERAN2#8bis
0.2.0 / 1.0.0
· 60% stable

· Agreement on remaining concepts and create stage 3 CRs

· Review of stage 3 CRs



13/14
Tbd
Drafting session (note 1)
1.1.0




16
15–19 Apr 
GERAN#9
1.2.0 / 2.0.0
· 80% stable
5.1.0


20
Tbd
Drafting session (note 1)
2.1.0




22
27–31 May
GERAN2 #9bis
2.2.0




26
24–28 Jun
GERAN#10
2.3.0 / 5.0.0
· “Complete”
5.2.0
· “Complete”



Note 1: 
The need for these drafting sessions will be identified on a per meeting basis during the immediately previous TSG GERAN or TSG GERAN WG2 meeting so as to ensure that this schedule is met.

3 Conclusion

The supporting companies kindly ask TSG GERAN to agree the proposed way forward described in this document.
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