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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

1
Scope

The present document  is a technical report which identifies the application enabling layer platform architecture, capabilities and services to efficiently support distribution, storage and delivery for the application content/data for vertical applications.

The study takes into consideration the existing stage 1 and stage 2 work within 3GPP related to data delivery and 3GPP system user plane aspects specified in 3GPP TS 22.261 [2], 3GPP TS 23.501 [4] and 3GPP TS 23.247 [3].

This document will provide recommendations for normative work.
2
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

-
References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

-
For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

-
For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".

[2]
3GPP TS 22.261: "Service requirements for the 5G system; Stage 1".

[3]
3GPP TS 23.247: "Architectural enhancements for 5G multicast-broadcast services".

[4]
3GPP TS 23.501: "System architecture for the 5G System (5GS)".
[5]
3GPP TS 23.548: "5G System Enhancements for Edge Computing; Stage 2".

[6]
3GPP TS 23.558: "Architecture for enabling Edge Applications".
[7]
IEEE 802.1CB-2017: "IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks--Frame Replication and Elimination for Reliability".
3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1].

example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

<symbol>
<Explanation>

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1].

SEAL
Service Enabler Architecture Layer

DD
Data Delivery
4
Key issues
4.1
Key issue #1: Support for E2E redundant transport
Industrial requirements for supporting redundant transports for URLLC are specified in clause 5.33.2.1 of 3GPP TS 23.501 [3] with dual connectivity based end to end redundant user paths. Rel-16 URLLC work in 5GS is limited to URSP solutions assuming that the UE's application layer or operating system supports duplication of the traffic and provides two distinct traffic descriptors for the two redundant traffic. How to initiate the establishment procedure and how to use the redundant user plane path are not defined yet (now they are up to the upper layer implementation). For example, the UE may use the implementation of FRER (Frame Replication and Elimination for Reliability), IEEE 802.1CB-2017 [7], in the UE's upper layer protocols (i.e. application layer or operating system layer), to establish two redundant PDU Sessions and manage the replication and elimination of redundant packets/frames. However, redundant implementation on upper layer protocols is not always available for application clients and application servers. In those cases where application client and application server support is not available for redundant implementation, the application enablement layer (with SEALDD client and SEALDD server) can support this functionality for the application. For the verticals/enterprises, it is a better choice to use the SEALDD service for the interaction with 5GC and management of the replication and elimination of redundant packets so as to remove the complication from the application. 
The following open issues can be studied to support E2E redundant transmission aspects as enabler capabilities:
1.
Whether and how to support the packet/data duplication and elimination between client (UE) and server (Network) at enabler layer for E2E redundant transport?
2.
Whether and how to support the interaction between the enabler service and 5GC to establish the E2E redundant transmission path?

NOTE:
Open issue 2 requires coordination with SA2.
4.2
Key issue #2: Support for Transport layer enhancement for UE's service continuity
3GPP TS 23.548 [5] and 3GPP TS 23.558 [6] specifies that, service continuity is required for EAS relocation and service continuity relies on application layer support of seamless context/status relocation between the EAS servers. Transport layer connection re-establishment also causes service interrupts. Thus EAS IP replacement is also discussed in 3GPP TS 23.548 [5], assuming that real-time transport layer relocation is supported between the source EAS and target EAS. However, the real-time context/status relocation and transport layer real-time relocation are not always supported for the verticals/enterprises. In those cases where network support is not available, the application enablement layer can support this functionality for the application. The data delivery enabler service in network can maintain the transport layer connection with corresponding client in the UE. EAS can use such data delivery enabler service for EAS relocation (including context transfer and lossless packet transfer). Such data delivery enabler can ensure the UE's service continuity including seamless data delivery and enhanced transport layer management.
For example, two basic scenarios can be considered involving the data delivery enabler:
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Figure 4.2-1: EAS relocation due to EAS load balancing
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Figure 4.2-2: EAS relocation due to UE location change
Figure 4.2-1 shows the EAS relocation due to EAS load balancing, in this scenario, UPF and SEALDD server are not changed. SEALDD server should support the seamless EAS relocation to ensure UE service continuity. SEALDD server may provide transport layer enhancement (i.e. transport layer packets processing to ensure the S-EAS and T-EAS can receive/send the packets properly without re-establishment of transport layer connection).

Figure 4.2-2 shows the EAS relocation due to UE location change, in this scenario, UPF and SEALDD server are changed. SEALDD server may provide transport layer enhancement (i.e. lossless packet transfer and transport layer status coordination during the whole relocation procedure).

The following aspects can be studied to support SEALDD enabled transport layer enhancement for UE continuity:
-
How to support EAS relocation scenarios involving SEALDD server (e.g. EAS relocation initiated by the AF/AS for load balancing or EAS relocation initiated by the 5GC because of UE location change).

-
How SEALDD enabler provides support for seamless relocation and lossless data delivery?

4.x
<key issue x>
Editor's Note:
Provide a suitable title for the key issue.

Editor's Note:
This subclause will describe the key issue.

5
Architectural requirements
5.1
General requirements
Editor's Note:
This subclause will describe general architectural requirements.

5.x
<application layer support aspect x> requirements
Editor's Note:
Provide a suitable title for the requirements.

5.x.1
Description

Editor's Note:
This subclause will describe the application layer support aspect.

5.x.2
Requirements

Editor's Note:
This subclause will describe the architectural requirements.

6
Solutions

6.1
Solution #1: Data delivery enabler service architecture
6.1.1
Solution description

6.1.1.1
Functional architecture description

Figure 6.1.1-1 illustrates the architecture for SEAL's data delivery enabler service.
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Figure 6.1.1-1 Architecture for SEAL's Data Delivery Service
The SEAL data delivery client interacts with the SEAL data delivery server to establish application layer data transport path. 
Through this path, the SEALDD server and client provides data transport service capabilities such as data plane packet processing (e.g. packet duplication, elimination or transport coordination), data forwarding, data caching, background data transfer, etc. to support the VAL server and client.

Editor's note:
Representation of SEALDD in the overall SEAL services architecture and the SBI representation and related interfaces are FFS.
6.1.1.2
Functional entities description
6.1.1.2.1
SEAL Data Delivery client

The SEAL data delivery client functional entity acts as the application client for the data delivery enablement. The SEALDD client supports the following capabilities:

Editor's note:
Detailed functionalities supported by SEALDD client is FFS.
6.1.1.2.2
SEAL Data Delivery server
The SEAL data delivery server functional entity acts as the application server for the data delivery enablement. The SEALDD server supports the following capabilities:

Editor's note:
Detailed functionalities supported by SEALDD server is FFS.

6.1.1.3
Reference points description
6.1.1.3.1
SEALDD reference points
6.1.1.3.1.1
SEALDD-UU
Reference point between SEALDD client and SEALDD server used to transfer data content and exchange information for SEALDD service provisioning, control, reporting etc.
6.1.1.3.1.2
SEALDD-C
Reference point between SEALDD client and VAL client to enable northbound client side API exposed by SEALDD client to VAL client for data delivery and SEALDD service provisioning, control, reporting etc.
6.1.1.3.1.3
SEALDD-S
Reference point between SEALDD server and VAL server to enable northbound server side API exposed by SEALDD server to VAL server for data delivery and SEALDD service provisioning, control, reporting etc.
6.1.1.3.2
3GPP system reference points used by SEALDD

The SEALDD server, acting as AF, may communicate with the 5G Core Network functions via NEF (N33) reference point (for interactions with PCF, NSACF, etc.), or interacting with PCF directly via N5, if permitted.
The N6 reference point is used by SEALDD service as the user plane path for data transmission.
6.1.2
Solution evaluation

Editor's Note:
This subclause will evaluate the solution.

6.x
Solution #x: <title>
Editor's Note:
Provide a suitable title for the solution.

6.x.1
Solution description

Editor's Note:
This subclause will describe the solution.

6.x.2
Solution evaluation

Editor's Note:
This subclause will evaluate the solution.

7
Overall evaluation

Editor's Note:
This clause will provide evaluation of different solutions.

8
Conclusions

Editor's Note:
This clause is intended to list conclusions that have been agreed during the course of the study item activities.
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