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When 3GPP suspended face-to-face (f2f) meetings, it was expected that virtual meetings would be a short-term measure and that f2f meetings would soon resume as they had been before the pandemic. However, with the ongoing challenges from the pandemic and the emerging variants, it is now clear that there will not be a complete global restoration to pre-pandemic conditions. As both countries and companies come to terms with COVID-19, there will be a gradual loosening of restrictions, but there will be regional differences and changes to legislation and company policies which will last for years to come.
[bookmark: _Hlk69215840]3GPP needs to proactively plan for the “new normal” for meetings in 2022 and beyond and address how f2f meetings will change in the new environment.  Preparation for future meetings, including when and how to resume f2f meetings, will help avoid potential roadblocks and make sure future meetings are safe, productive, compliant with legislation, and company policy,  and other procedures. Equally important is that 3GPP’s work is conducted in a way to ensure that there is a level playing field.
Many questions are arising about the resumption of f2f meetings:
· What is the legal liability of 3GPP, its organizational partners, individual member companies, and meeting hosts and venues regarding COVID-19, including legal issues arising out of an individual's exposure to COVID-19 while attending meetings? 
· Legally, can 3GPP and/or meeting hosts require delegates to offer proof of vaccination against COVID-19, attestation of personal health information, or undergo COVID-19-tests as a condition of meeting participation? What if a delegate fails to disclose this information?
· What will be the social distancing, personal protective equipment, etc. requirements for future f2f meetings, and will this force any restriction on the number of delegates that may attend a f2f meeting?
· What happens if a meeting delegate develops symptoms during a meeting - can 3GPP obligate the meeting delegate to disclose this? Can 3GPP require the delegate to obtain a COVID-19-test, and does this align with the delegate’s company policy, especially if they are not in their home country? 
· What if the meeting delegate tests positive for COVID-19 during a 3GPP meeting? How is the safety of other delegates managed and delegate privacy ensured? Can hosts require delegates to cooperate in contact tracing processes?
· How do we ensure all regions are fairly represented in 3GPP if some countries or regions have travel restrictions or quarantine requirements?
· Is it fair to rely on f2f meetings when not all delegates are able to attend due to company travel policies?
· Etc.
We believe that the PCG needs to provide direction to 3GPP on the high-level aspects of questions such as those listed above. Therefore, we propose PCG charters a small ad-hoc group on guidance for future face-to-face meetings.
Group Mission: Study the following areas and report on the implications and possible ways forward to the PCG:
· Legal aspects around the resumption of f2f meetings including questions of privacy, compliance with legislation on international travel and event hosting, and employers’ duty of care.
· How to ensure a level playing field and fair representation of regions and companies if there are different national and company travel policies.
Group Leadership: To be appointed by the PCG. ATIS is willing to provide a candidate.
Group Participation: TSG chairs, and representatives of OPs (suggest max 3 for each OP)



