TALKING POINTS FOR COMMENTS TO THE 5.9 GHZ MODERNIZATION NPRM
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Drafting Instructions: Below are draft talking points to assist organizations in preparing comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) on modernization of the 5.9 GHz band.  The Federal Communications Commission generally gives more weight to unique, individualized comments as opposed to form letters.  Therefore, you are encouraged to personalize and add to the draft text below.  You can find a copy of the 5.9 GHz Modernization NPRM here.  

Filing Instructions:  Comments may be filed electronically with the FCC here: http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs2/.  Please make sure to enter 19-138 in the field for “Specific Proceeding.”

Improving the safety of travel for drivers, passengers, pedestrians, and other roadway users is a national priority.  
An unacceptable number of Americans are killed or seriously injured on America’s roads every year. 
In 2018 alone, 36,750 people died on our nation’s roadways, and tens of thousands more were seriously injured.  
Perhaps most alarming, fatalities among pedestrians and bicyclists increased dramatically in 2018—by over 3 percent and 6 percent, respectively.  As pedestrians, cyclists, and micro mobility users increasingly share our roads, the significant rise in fatalities among vulnerable road users necessitates bold action by transportation stakeholders.    
[Name of Filer] is committed to improving road safety—including through the use of new and innovative technological advancements.  
Transportation safety is the top priority for [Name of Filer].  To this end, we are committed to pursuing all avenues for improving the safety of the surface transportation system.  
This commitment includes the implementation of new and innovative technologies that hold the potential to revolutionize safety on our roads. [Filer: Please note any participation in Cellular Vehicle-to-Everything pilots.]


The Commission should both maintain the entire 5.9 GHz band for transportation safety, AND modernize its rules to allow for new and innovative connected vehicle technologies like Cellular Vehicle-to-Everything (“C-V2X”).
Consistent with the national priority of improving road safety, the Commission should maintain the entire 5.9 GHz band for connected vehicle technologies.
Connected vehicle technologies can create a seamless, cooperative road environment that significantly improves the safety of our transportation system and saves lives.  These technologies rely on access to dedicated spectrum in the 5.9 GHz band.  To ensure connected vehicle technologies reach their full potential, the Commission should maintain the entire 5.9 GHz band for transportation safety purposes.  
Moreover, the recent innovation in connected vehicle technology—such as the advent of C-V2X—should not be used an excuse to open the 5.9 GHz band for non-transportation safety purposes.  Maintaining the entire band for connected vehicle technologies will facilitate future flexibility as competing technologies play out in the market. 
At the same time, the Commission must modernize its rules to reflect recent and ongoing advancements in connected car technology like C-V2X.
Merely maintaining the status quo will not advance safety on our nation’s roads.  Wireless technologies have advanced tremendously since the Commission adopted service rules for the 5.9 GHz band.  New and innovative connected vehicle technologies such as C-V2X can leverage these advancements to deploy new and improved safety applications on our roads.  
[bookmark: _Hlk31472111]The Commission should embrace this ongoing innovation by modernizing the regulations for the 5.9 GHz band with an eye towards both furthering the national goal of improving road safety and positioning America as a leader in connected and autonomous vehicle technology.
The first step in this modernization effort must be prompt action permitting deployment of C-V2X in the upper 20 MHz of the 5.9 GHz band, i.e., the 5.905-5.925 GHz band.
While transportation agencies own and operate the nation’s surface transportation infrastructure, the deployment of connected vehicle technology in motor vehicles is the most significant action that will meaningfully advance transportation safety.  Thankfully, one major automobile manufacturer intends to deploy C-V2X in all of its vehicle models sold in the United States beginning in the very near term, and a number of other automobile manufacturers appear to be on the precipice of similar deployments.  Facilitating these deployments, either through the prompt adoption of final rules or a waiver of the current rules, will significantly advance road safety and the availability of modern connected vehicle technologies to American consumers.
Moreover, prompt action will put American transportation agencies on the same level as our counterparts in China, where an allocation for C-V2X has already been adopted.  
The second step in this modernization effort should include a thoughtful examination of how best to structure regulations for the remainder of the 5.9 GHz band to ensure the development and deployment of next generation connected vehicle technology.  
As the Commission is apt to note, innovation in the wireless industry is at an all time high.  This innovation is being leveraged by transportation stakeholders to develop advanced safety services unimaginable a short time ago. 
5G and other next generation wireless technologies operating the 5.9 GHz band are increasingly viewed as critical for supporting the safe introduction of autonomous cooperative driving on our nation’s roads.  The Commission should carefully consider how these emerging technologies can enable advanced transportation services.  This examination will help to further improve road safety and position America as a leader in connected and autonomous vehicle technology.
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