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LATE CONTRIBUTION
Discussion
In the past, the PCG has been asked to consider the topic of hosting one of the biannual PCG/OP meetings via virtual/electronic means. As a matter of fact, several years ago the PCG/OP face-to-face meetings had to be cancelled due to the volcano eruption that impacted the globe, and the meetings were successfully held in a virtual capacity.
Practically all organizations have modern virtual meeting tools (e.g., GoToMeeting) to conduct typical business on a daily basis and to host meetings throughout the year. Often times, especially for ATIS, these virtual meetings are held in conjunction with face-to-face meetings to allow the ability for key participants and experts to participate in a meeting when not able to attend in person. This helps to ensure that topics may be effectively progressed even if physical attendance is not possible, and that topics need not be addressed multiple times due to the absence of individuals.
Furthermore, often times the air travel alone to attend the PCG/OP meetings is substantially longer than the meetings themselves.  Since company resources are becoming scarcer and expenses closely monitored, such travel is increasingly under additional scrutinization and careful examination. Many companies are being asked to reexamine travel (or are not permitted to travel at all), consider alternate cost-effective means to progress work, and to be more efficient with their time. This has put additional pressures on the ability to travel to meetings. 
ATIS recognizes that scheduling dates and times for meetings, particularly international meetings, has become more and more complicated over the years based upon other competing meetings/events and given the number of members, partners, etc., engaged in a wide-array of various activities. For example, during the upcoming October 2018 PCG/OP meetings, there are other 3GPP meetings taking place during the same week that will prohibit some key PCG/OP delegates from attending the PCG/OP meetings in person. Virtual access to the PCG/OP meeting will allow these delegates the capability to participate in all or parts of the PCG/OP meetings.

Proposal
ATIS recommends that for the upcoming October 2018 PCG/OP meetings, and subsequent PCG/OP meetings, that virtual meeting capability be provided in conjunction with the face-to-face meeting.
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